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PREFACE. 


203 


The following unconnected ‘“ Church Notes,”? which lay 
no claim to constitute a History of Eccles Church, were 
originally written as detached and separate articles, which 
appeared at intervals in the Zccdes Advertiser. The Publisher, 
having been urged by influential residents to collect these 
‘‘Notes ’’ and print them in a separate form, the present 
Pamphlet is the result; the Compiler and Editor readily 
giving his consent that such publication should be for the sole 
benefit of the Publisher. Under these circumstances, the 
Compiler deprecates criticism. 


CRUX. 


September, 1864. 
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ECCLES CHURCH NOTES, 


ee 


fay2H1E; Village and Parish of Eccles derive their name from the ancient 
: ; BN church; for ‘Eccles’ is doubtless a short form of Ecclesia, the 
ya? Latin for a church; which we find also in the old British or 
Welsh ZEglwys, and the French Elise. Among the Inquisitors of the 
wapentake or hundred of Salford in the 13th of King John (A.D. 1211-12) 
is a ‘ Willielmus de Ecclesiis,” or Wm. of the Churches. There was also 
an old family named “de Eccles ;”’ for we read of an ‘‘ Adam de Eccles”’ of 
Oldham, in the reign ot Henry II. (1154-1189), and a John Eccles, Abbot 
of Whalley, died 21st Henry VI. (1442-3). 


From its antiquity we might expect to find Eccles Church named in the 
great Domesday Survey of 1086; but it is not found there by that name. 
It has been conjectured, however, that one of the two churches named 
therein, as “the church of St. Mary and the church of St. Michael,” as 
holding in Mamecestre one carucate or carve of land,—may have been 
St. Mary’s, Eccles. 


The advowson of the church of Eccles was originally in the gift of the 
ancient family of Barton, lords of the manor of Barton-upon-Irwell, which 
Was a manor in and under the barony of Manchester. It was purchased of 
Gilbert de Barton, 1235, by John de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, who in that 
year gave it, with its chapels, to the Abbey of Stanlaw, a house of Cistercian 

-Monks, founded in 1178, at the confluence of the Gowy and the Mersey, in 
Cheshire. Before that time, indeed as early as the year 1192, Geoffrey de 
Byron, clerk (that is, priest or parson), had a grant from Edith de Barton 
(lady of the Manor of Barton), and Robert de Greslet (lord of the manor of 
Mamecestre), of a ‘“mediety”’ or half of the Church of Eccles, with two 
closes and two pastures; but these also passed to the Abbey of Stanlaw. 
The appropriation of. the church of Eccles to the Abbey of Stanlaw, by 
Alexander, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, is dated the 4th of the Kalends 
of January, in the 11th of his episcopate; that is, on the 29th December, in 
the year 1235. The ordination of the Vicarage of Eccles was made by 
Roger Meuland, Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, on the 14th of the Kalends 
of May, 1277, (18th April, 1277). In 1291 the church of Eccles was valued 
(under the valuation of Pope Nicholas IV.) at £20 per annum; in 1706 at 
nearly £80 per annum; and in 1834 at £500 per annum. At the dissolution 
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of the Monastcries, in 1539, the advowson (which till then had remained in 
the same religious brotherhood, first at Stanlaw, and afterwards at Whallcy 
Abbey, in Lancashire), became vested in the crown, where it still remains. 


The earliest notices of Eccles Church, as of most ancient establishments 
in England, are to be found in the charters or grants of lands, &c., made by 
the owners from religious motives. Thus the old landowners of this neigh- 
bourhood, the Greslets, Bartons, Hultons, Worsleys, and other local families, 
endowed the Monastery of Stanlaw with large tracts of land in Eccles, 
‘Barton, Monton (then called Maunton), Swinton, Pendleton, Worsley (called 
Workedsley), Hulton, Westhoughton, Little Houghton, Pendlebury, Cadis- 
head, &c. But after two destructive floods from the sea, and a high wind 
which blew down the great tower of the church, and a large fire which 
burned down the greater part of the Abbey of Stanlaw, the monks obtained 
permission from Pope Nicholas IV. to remove thence to Whalley, in Lanca- 
shire; of which new Monastery they took possession on the 4th April, 1296, 
and for nearly two centuries and a half, the Abbot and convent of Whalley 
were the owners of the church of Eccles, till the Abbey was dissolved in 
1539. Its last abbot, John Paslew, for taking part in the monkish rebellion 
called “The Pilgrimage of Grace,” was hung at Whalley two years before 
the dissolution, viz: on the 12th March, 1537. After the dissolution, the 
advowson of the Church of Eccles became vested in the crown, and is now 
exercised by the Lord Chancellor for the time being. 


It will be obvious that the religious houses of Stanlaw and Whalley, 
would have a great interest in preserving copies of charters, grants, and gifts 
of land to them by various lay-owners ; and therefore all these deeds were 
copied from time to time in a book kept in the Abbey, and called “tho 
Coucher Book of Whalley Abbey.” This is a thick volume of 749 pages, 
written on vellum (as more durable than paper), and containing copies of 
all the deeds relating to the Abbey’s possessions, divided into 20 chapters or 
titles, each title containing the grants and evidences relating to a separate 
parish or township. The second of these titles is “Concerning the Church of 
Eccles,” This book remained in manuscript from the time it was written 
(in the 14th and 15th centuries) till the year 1847, when it was printed in 
four quarto vols. by the Chetham Society. Being in the original Latin, with- 
out a translation, and not published, but only printed for the members of 
that society, it is not within the reach of every one, and not readable by any 
except those familiar with Latin. It is chiefly from this book that we pro- 
pose to notice various ancient and curious documents, throwing much light 
on the antique history of Eccles Church and parish; and on many of the 
old places, as well as the habits and customs of those remote times. 
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The earliest grants wo find in the Whalley Coucher Book relating to 
Eccles Church, are three, by Gilbert, son of William de Notton, who married 
about the year 1120, Edith, the lady of the manor of Barton, and who was 
usually called Gilbert de Notton, or Newton, in Yorkshire, from his father’s 
place of abode. His first grant runs thus :— 


“JT Gilbert, son of William de Notton, looking unto God, and for the 
souls of my ancestors, grant to God, to St. Mary, and to the Church of 
Eccles, and to the clerks and their men dwelling in that vi// [a word mean- 
ing township or village] free common throughout all my land in the parish 
of Eccles, to wit, so that the said clerks and their men, may have all their 
estovers [wood and underwood] and easements, in wood and plain, with 
feeding of the swine of their own rearing, and with other liberties to be 
possessed for ever. Saving that I may lawfully assart [that is, clear of wood 
and underwood] what I choose and is convenient to us, of our woods.” The 
witnesses to this deed were Robert de [or of] Bury, Richard de Workedel 
[Worsley], Adam de Pendlebury, Roger de Workedel, Hugh de Tildesley, 
and others; all apparently free tenants, or holders of ostates, in the 
neighbourhood. 


By the second deed he gives ‘‘ with the assent of Edith de Barton, my 
wife, to William, clerk [or parson] of Eccles, onc-fourth part of the Church 
of Eccles, (to wit, that part which was his father’s) for life, in pure and 
perpetual alms, for the souls of my father and mother, of myself, my wife 
and children, and of all our ancestors.” 


By the third deed, Gilbert de Notton, “and Hdith my wife, and our 
heir, give to God and the Church of St. Mary at Eccles, and the clerks of 
that church, and the men dwelling in that vill, free common of our manor of 
Barton,—to wit, to have their estovers in wood and plain. We grant to 
these clerks that we will carry as far as the barn [or granary] of our granges 
{or farms] the tithes of our grass, which the men of the said clerks may 
reccive thore.” Amongst the witnesses is Thomas, chaplain of Eccles, who 
probably was the chantry pricst of one of the ancient chapels or chantries 
within the parish church. This deed shows that the landownors in the 
parish of Eccles, in the 12th century, paid tithe of grass in kind to the 
Church of Eccles. It is supposed that the Monks of Whalley, the owners of 
the tithes, had one grange or farm-house with tithe-barns in Monton, 
[? Monk-ton] and another probably on or near the site of the old house, 
called in remembrance of them “the Monks’ Hall,” in Eccles. 


Gilbert de Notton and Edith de Barton his wifc, had two sons, called 
William de Notton and Roger de Notton. William, the eldest, called his 
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eldest son Gilbert, after the grandfather, and when this young Gilbert be- 

came heir to his grandmother’s great estates, he ceased to be called ‘de 

Notton’’ (the name of his father and grandfather), and took the name of his 

grandmother’s family “de Barton.” He became seneschal or steward to 

John de Lascy or Lacy, eighth Baron of Halton, and was twice married, 

first to Margery, daughter of John de Eland, and second to a Cecilia, who 

survived him, and had dower assigned her out of lands in Barton. By her 

this Gilbert de Barton (who died before 1277) left two children,—a son, John, 

who seems to have died unmarried, or at least without surviving children, 

and a daughter Agnes, who thus became heiress of Barton. In those days, 

heirs and heiresses under age, were generally placed in wardship; that is, 

some great person was made their guardian, and had the management and 

control of their estates till they became of age. This wardship was worth 

having, and was bought and sold like other offices. During the minority of 
Agnes, her father Gilbert sold her wardship to John de Blackburne, who 

sold it to Thomas de Greslet, then Baron of Manchester. This Agnes in 

time married, and left but one child, a daughter named Loretta, who became, 

like her mother, the sole heiress of Barton. Loretta married, about the year 
1292, John del Bothe,—that is, John of the Booth, a place in Worsley, of 
which the name still remains in Booth Hall and Booth Town. This John 

del Bothe thus became Lord of the Manor of Barton, in right of his wife,— 

in other words, that manor passed by distaff from the Bartons (by failure of¢ 
male heirs) to the Booths. This little bit of family history is necessary to 

the right understanding of the grants of various members of the Barton 

family to or concerning Eccles Church. 


Let us now trace the transmission of the Advowson of St. Mary's, Eccles. 
Gilbert de Barton, steward to John de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, Baron of 
Halton, and Constable of Chester, sold, as he states in his deed, ‘“‘to my 
Lord, John de Lascy, &c., 10 acres of land in the vill of Barton, of my de- 
mesne, near Henneden, between the great street [or way] and the moss, near 
the bounds of Pendlebury, with the advowson [or right of presenting to the 
living] of the Church of Eccles;.with all the chapels and liberties to the 
same belonging ;”’—saving, or reserving to himself, however, his haye [or 
cleared enclosure in the wood] of Bolesnape [now called Boysnope or Boyle- 
snape], his fisheries, assarts [or cleared lands], millponds, mills, (made, or to 
be made wherever he may think it convenient to himself). This deed seems 
to show that Gilbert owed “ Aaron, the Jew of York,” 250 marks of money 
(the mark being 18s. 4d.), or £166. 18s, 4d.; but to get the real value of this 
sum, in our present money, it should be multiplied 12 or 15 fold. Gilbert 
had probably borrowed this sum of the Jow, who held his bond for its re- 
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payment; and the arrangement under this deed seems to have been for Gil- 
bert’s lcrd and employer to pay the whole debt with interest, taking the 
Jew’s “acquittance’’ or receipt; and that then the Earl of Lincoln should 
hold the lands and advowson. There were many witnesses to this deed, men 
of consequence, including six priests, several eminent laymen with Norman 
names, and Roger de Notton, the uncle of Gilbert de Barton. 


By another decd Gilbert quitclaims and confirms to the Abbey of Stan- 
law “the gift of my Lord, John de Lascy, of lands, with the-advowson of the 
Church of Eccles, &c., which I demised and sold for the acquittance which 
he made for me to Aaron, the Jew of York.” Ho adds, “This confirmation 
I have given to them [the Monks of Stanlaw] for the salvation of my soul 
and the souls of my ancestors and my successors, in pure and perpetual alms,’ 
&c. Amongst the witnesses were “H. then parson of Eccles, and all the 
chapter of Weryngton.”’ [Warrington]. 

John de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, by a deed apparently made about the 
year 1235,—declares that he gives “To God, and the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and the Abbot, &c., of Stanlaw, all the right, advowson and patronage of 
the Church of Eccles, with the chapels, as much as belong to lay gift [the 
Bishop of the diocese having ecclesiastical rights], with the lands and liber- 
ties contained in the charter which Gilbert de Barton made to me, of whom 
I bought those lands, with the advowson of the Church of Eccles.” These 
the Earl gives to the Abbey, for the salvation of his own soul and those of 
his predecessors and his successors, in pure and perpetual alms. This deed 
was followed by several formal documents, confirming the grant as to the 
advowsen of the Church of Eccles, by the then Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichfield, and by the two chapters of Lichfield and Coventry. There had 
been a confirmation in 1192, by Hugh, Bishop of Coventry, to Geoffrey de 
Byron, clerk, of the Church of Eccles. 


Next come several documents conveying what some term “a portion,” 
others “one fourth part” of the Church of Eccles, to certain clerks for life. 
The earliest of these is probably ono by which Hugh, clerk, of Eccles, 
declares—“TI iesign all my portion of the Church of Eccles, and in the 
chapels and their appurtenances [or belongings] to Sir Thomas de St. 
Nicholas, Archdeacon of Chester ;”” who was the Bishop’s deputy for receiv- 
ing this resignation in the full chapter of Weryngtoun (Warrington). The 
deed itself states that the resignation was made on St. Mark’s Day (April 
25,) in the year of Grace 1235. This is the first dated deed in the list, and 
before the year 1200 it was not customary to date deeds. 


Then Albert Greslet the younger, Baron of Manchester, by a dateless 
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deed, gives ‘“‘ to William, clerk, of Eccles, one fourth part of the Church of 
Eccles,—to wit, that part which was that of Haisolf, his father, and of 
Matthew, his brother, after the death of Haisolf. To hold for life, in pure 
and perpetual alms, for the souls of my father and mother, of myself and my 
wife and my children, and for the souls of all my ancestors.’’ Amongst the 
witnesses are Gilbert, chaplain, |Robert, chaplain of Mamecestre, Jordan? 
clerk of Mamecestre, Helias |or Elias] clerk, of Eccles, and William the 
clerk, who wrote, this charter. [There was a Jordan, chaplain, of Man- 
chester, in 1235. ] 


Then, Thomas, chaplain, of Flekho, by a dateless deed, gives to William, 
clerk, of Eccles, the same one-fourth part of the church for life. In another 
dced this Thomas, chaplain of Flekho, states that he has granted the portion 
in the church of Eccles, assigned him by Roger de Notton, to William, son 
of William, clerk, of Eccles, for life, at the yearly rent of 6 marks [£4] 
payable half-yearly at Easter and Michaelmas. William by the same deed 
grants in return to Thomas, a share in all obventions (or profits) of this 
portion of the “Mother Church of Eccles,’ for four years, except the 
obventions of St. Marieden [St. Mary’s Church, Dean, formerly in the 
Parish of Eccles] and the land of Eccles. 


From theso and other deeds it would scem that Haisolf, apparently a 
clerk or cleric, had one-fourth part of the Church of Eccles for life, and had 
three sons. Matthew, the eldest, after his father’s death, had the fourth 
for life, and after his own death, his brother William had it for life, and 
Hugh de Eccles, another brother, in 1235 renounced and resigned his share. 
The second brother, William, had two sons, William and John, and a 
daughter Alice. 


By a dced which bears no date, but probably about 1282, William tho 
son of William, clerk, gives to the Abbot &c. of Stanlaw, eight acres of 
land, of the land of the Church of Eccles [that is the glebe] in exchange for 
the land which his father held of the Abbot for life, and as to which tho 
Monks and he had had some dispute after the death of his father. Of which 
8 acres, 53 acres 1 perch lies by itself inthe Broom-house field [now Broomy- 
hurst Field] and the rest, on the other side of Eccles Church, lies between 
the Hengendebank [the Hanging Bank] and the River Irwell, by the metes 
[or boundaries] placed there under this agrcement. By another deed Wil- 
liam, clerk, of Eccles, gives to John, his brother, 16 acres of land and a 
garden, in the village of Eccles; John to render for it, in liou of all service, 
one pound of frankincense [for burning asincense in the church] to God and 
the Church of Eccles, yearly, at the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin (Aug. 
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25.) Next Alice, sister of this William, gives to Stanlaw all hor right and 
claim in all lands which she has by inheritance of William her brother in 
the village of Eccles. This lady, at different periods of her life, was called 
Alice de Quickleswick [in Trafford Park] and de Eccles; and by later deed 
she gives to the Abbot &c. of Whalley, all the land which her uncle, John 
del Wall, [John of the Wall] of Eccles, bought of her father. Her brother 
William grants to Robert [Haworth] eighth and last Abbot of Stanlaw, his 
right to a yearly rent or render of one pair of white gloves, which his sister 
Alice had to render to him yearly, for land she held of him in Eccles. Theso 
grants, held by a merely nominal rent, as a whito rose, a pair of gloves or 
spurs, sometimes a clove or apeppercorn, are termed “grants of affection,’’ 
being usually made to relatives. 


Another family of benefactors to the Church of Eccles, was that of 
Richard le Rymour [Richard the Rhymer or Rhymester, or poet] de With- 
inton, [not the Withington near Didsbury, but the little hamlet between 
“Patricroft and Worsley now called Winton. Withinton means the dwelling 
among the withes or oziers.] By one deed Thomas de Greslet Baron of 
Manchester, leases to Richard de Withinton, 7 acres of land, within these 
bounds: From where Tordale sike [sz4e is a channel or little ditch—Tordale, 
a rocky dale] falls into Caldebrok [the cold brook] and up that brook to the 
pit, towards Preeste’s-platte-Ford, [the Priest’s crossing or causeway at the 
Ford] and thence to another pit and from that across to the ditch of Roger 
the clerk of Maunton, (except 3 roods for out-going and in-coming), and so 
down to the hedge of Richard le Rymour, and along that hedge into the 
Calderbrok. For this lease Richard gave Sir Thomas de Greslet half a 
mark [6s. 8d.] and agreed to pay him fourteenpence yearly rent at Michael- 
mas. This 7 acres of land seems to have been on the Monton side of Eccles, 
Then by another deed, Richard, son of this Richard le Rhymer, yields to 
Stanlaw Abbey all the land he held of them, namely 10 acres of the church 
land [or glebe] of Eccles, near the Blake-lowe [? the yellow hill] on the 
West side, for which “quit-claim” the Abbot gave him 24 marks (£1 13s. 4d.) 
Alice, the widow of Richard, had also some claim to this land, which the 
Abbot buys of her, giving her a cow in-calf, some money, and her own grass, 
then on the land. The deed setting this forth, is dated St. Philip and St. 
James’s day, Ist May, 1284, and among the witnesses to it was John, then 
Vicar of Eccles. 

The Worsleys were among the old benefactors of the Church of Eccles, 
By a deed, dated Eccles on Sunday in the Octave of St. Martin the Bishop 
in Winter (18th Nov.) 1293, Henry de Worked-legh [the worked or tilled 
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field or meadow then lying fallow] son of Richard de Workedlegh, grants to 
God and to the high altar [as distinguished from the small altars in side 
chapels] of the Church of the Blessed Mary of Eccles, yearly for ever, for 
the salvation of Joan my wife, and of my father, my predecessors and suc- 
cessors, and of the souls of all the faithful dead, at the feast of St. Martin 
in Winter (Nov. 11) one pound of wax faithfully offercd, [in fulfilment of a 
vow.] So that whosoever shall be rector of the church, may compel us, by 
ecclesiastical censure, or by the lesser or greater excommunication, to make 
this offering at that feast, if we should neglect it. [The wax was of course 
to make the large candles for the high altar, burned during the services of 
the Roman Catholic Church. ] 


A Richard de Hulton [¢. e. the hill dwelling] gave to the Church of 
Eccles and its successive rectors, a small plot of land in Pendleton, near 
(and west of) the road to Pendlebury, 60 feet square, on which to build a 
tithe barn for that part of the large parish of Eccles. In this decd Richard 
binds himself and heirs to fealty [feudal obedience] to the Church of Eccles 
and its rectors, and acknowledges that they had, by charter, ‘conveyed to 
him a chantry in their chapel of Pen-hulton [meaning the head hill dwelling, 
now Pendleton] near the house built by himself; giving him the right of 
presentation of a chantry priest there, under stringent regulations for pre- 
serving the rights of the Mother Church of Eccles, to all obventions, &c. 
Richard binds himself by solemn oath to observe all these regulations, 


conte 


THE CHANTRIES. 


There seem to have been four Chantries founded in Eccles Church, 
three of them by the Booths, of Barton, and the fourth of them by Sir 
Geoffrey Massey, of Worsley, &c. <A brief notice of each in the order of 
date, may interest the reader. 


1,—The oldest chantry in the church was that of St. Katharine, founded 
by Thos. del Bothe of Barton, before the year 1368, It was dedicated by 
him to “St. Katharine, tho Virgin and Martyr,” and in his will (dated 
1368) he says, “First, I give and bequeathe my soul to God and the blessed 
Virgin Mary, and my body to be buried in the Church of Eccles, before the 
altar of St. Katharine, Virgin.” He also bequeathed to the two chaplains 
£6 13s. 4d., to be paid upon the altar of St. Katharine, to pray for the souls 
of King Edward III, Rogeria Warre, (baron of Mamecestre,) and Thos. de 
Wyche, parson of Mamecestre, and for the souls of his father, of Roger de 
Hulton, and all other benefactors.—This is the chapel re-built in 1862-3, on 


the South side of the church. 
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2.—The second chantry was founded in 1450, by Lawrence Bothe, D.D., 
youngest child of John Bothe, of Barton, and grandson of Thos. del Bothe, 
the founder of No. 1. In 1457 he was consecrated Bishop of Durham, and 
in 1476 Archbishop of York, [We have followed the authorities in calling 
Archbishop Lawrence Booth the founder; but think that the royal license 
clearly shows the truc founder to have been his half-brother, William Bothe, 
Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry.] Henry VI. granted a license (dated 
22nd Jan., 1450,) to William Bothe, [Lawrence’s half-brother] Bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield, Lawrence Bothe, clerk, John Byron, Knt., Richard 
Bothe, clerk, and Scth Worsley, to found a perpetual chantry of two chap- 
lains in the parish church of Eccles, for the welfare of the said Bishop, of 
Lawrence Bothe, and of others named, while living, and for their souls after 
death. And that the chaplains of the chantry of St. Katharine the Virgin 
in the said church, and their successors, should have lands, rents, and tene- 
ments, of the yearly value of 24 marks [£16] for their support tor ever. Wm. 
Bothe, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, vested the lands for this chantry 
in Sir John Byron, Richard Bothe, and Seth Worsley, and provided that 
tho Bishops of Lichfield should appoint chaplains to the said chantry. 
These chaplains were not to be absent more than thirty days a year, nor to 
hold any ecclesiastical office out of the parish of Eccles, and that they should 
daily observe all the hours, according to the use of Salisbury, and say mass 
for the dead, viz., Placebo and Dirige, with the Lessons and Commendacionem 
for the souls of King Henry VI. and Queen Margaret, William the Bishop, 
and for all persons to whom God had made him a debtor; and also to celo- 
_ brate the mass De hora on festivals. Vestments, books, chalices, and other 
ornaments were to be kept in the Vicarage house, and not to be removed, 
but to be carefully preserved, and to be supplied from time to time at the costs 
of the chaplains, who were forbidden to celebrate mass anywhere except in 
Eccles Church. On double fostivals the chaplains were always to walk in 
procession in the parish of Eccles, with other priests, and in canonical hours, 
viz.: matins, mass, and vespers, they shall celebrate in their surplices, with 
[musical] note, devoutly and with skill, within the choir of the church. On 
Thursday in every week, whilst the founder lives, one of the chaplains shall 
say Mass of Requiem, with note, if he can do it conveniently (otherwise with- 
out note) for the souls of those hereafter named, and for all the faithful de- 
parted, viz., on Sunday after tho feast of the Nativity of the Virgin, for the 
souls of John and Joanna, my father and mother; and on the 1st June, the 
day of the death of Margery my sister, late wife of Sir John Byron, knt.; 
and on the day of the death of Sir Robert Bothe, knt.; on the day of the 
death of my brother, Roger Bothe; on the day of the death of Nicholas, son 
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of Sir John Byron; and of William, son of Sir Robert Botho, knt.; and on 
the days of the death of the said John Byron, knt.; Richard and Lawrence 
Bothe, clerks; and Seth Worsloy ; and on these days to say Placebo and Dirige, 
with Lessons and Commendation and Mass of Requiem, in the chapel of St- 
Katherine aforesaid. And on the founder’s anniversary day, which is to be 
solemnly observed in the said chapel, 30s. shall be annually distributed, viz., 
to the Vicar of Fccles sixpence, and to each chaplain and to each conduct 
[hired conductor] present 6d., and to other chaplains present in honour of the 
anniversary, 4d.; to tho parish clerk of Eccles, 4d.; and to the four clerks 
singing, 8d., viz., to each 2d.; for oblations at the mass, 20d., to be distributed 
generally in Eccles; tho residues of the said 30s., together with 20s. more, to 
be given to the poor of Eccles, viz., to every poor person a penny, and on the 
anniversary of the said John and Joanna Bothe, 10s. to be distributed. Tho 
chaplains to receive equal portions of the endowment, and to conduct them- 
selves religiously, honestly, and peaceably, and never to use vexatious or 
opprobrious words, nor to act contumaciously towards each other, otherwise 
the Vicar of Eccles shall fine the offender 12d. for each offence, which sum 
shall be disposed of by the Vicar and the other chaplain as they may think 
proper. A decent board or table shall be provided, to contain the names of 
the said William the Bishop, and the names and surnames of John and 
Joanna his parents; Sir John Byron, Richard del Bothe, Lawrence Bothe, 
Seth Worsley, Sir ‘Thomas Bothe, knt., Sir Robert Bothe, knt., John and 
Roger, sons of the said John Bothe, Margaret, late wife of the said Sir John 
Byron, Elizabeth, late wife of Sir Edward Wever, knt., Katharine, late wife 
of Sir Thomas Radclyff, knt., Joan, late wife of Thomas Southworth, Esq., 
and Alice, late wife of Robert Clyfton, Esq., daughter of the said John Bothe ; 
also the names of Dulce, wife of Robert Bothe, knt, Richard and Nicholas 
Byron, sons of Sir John Byron, William, son of Robert Bothe, knt., Thomas, 
son of Thomas Botho, knt., Robert Bothe, son of the said Thomas and Robert 
Langley, Esq., and Thomas his son. And the said board shall be placed 
above the altar, in the said chapel of St. Katharine, that the chaplains may 
see it, and may daily pray for those whose names are thereon inscribed. 
Many minute rules are added, respecting rents, goods, disbursements, and 
yearly accounts, and provision is made that £40 more, if necessary, shall bo 
expended on the chantry, and a general power is invested in the trustees 
named for executing the plans and intentions of the founder. This founda- 
tion dced is dated at Clayton, near Manchester, 20th July, 1450.—/(Bothe’s 
Regist, Lichfield, p. 89, printed in Rev. Canon Raines’s Lancashire Chantries, 
p. 132). 


3.—The third Chantry or College, styled “The College of Jesus and the 
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Blessed Virgin Mary,’ in the Church of Eccles, was founded in 1460, by the 
same William Bothe, D.D., when Archbishop of York, (a fellow of Man- 
chester College in 1425 and 1430) who resigned Lichfield in 1452, on being 
translated to York, and died in 1464. King Henry VI., on the Ist Dec., 
1460, granted a license to William Bothe, Archbishop of York, Nicholas 
Byron, Robert Clayton, Richard Bothe, and Seth Worsley, Esqrs., to enable 
them to found a chantry in the Church of the Blessed Mary of Eccles, for — 
two chaplains, thero to celebrate for the good estate of the said founders, 
whilst living, and also for their souls after death, and to allow them and their 
successors to take lands, tenements, rents, services and other possessions, 
from any one, by the name of “The Chaplains of the Chantry of Jesus and 
Blessed Mary the Virgin,’’ in the Parish Church of Eccles. The founders 
(so they are described) give to three or more of their body the rectory of 
Bethom and its advowson, in Westmorland, to hold to the said chaplains 
and their successors for ever; to celebrate daily in the said chapel in Eccles, 
and to say mass before the arrival of the parishoners; to pray for King 
Henry VI. and the said Archbishop and his co-founders and for all the faith- 
ful; the chaplains to receive each seven marks yearly, [£4. 13s. 4d.] The 
patronage is vested in the Archbishop during his life, and after his death in 
the said Nicholas Byron and other feoffees during their joint lives; and 
afterwards in Sir Robert Bothe, knt., and Nicholas son of Sir John Byron, 
knt., and their heirs male. The ordinances, services, and statutes of the 
College are minutely described, and are nearly similar to those already 
abstracted from the foundation deed of the chantry of St. Katharine (No. 2). 
Tho Archbishop’s anniversary is to be observed with due solemnity for ever, 
and he gives 30s..annually to be distributed in alms. He also provides that 
a house and certain chambers shall be built on a vacant plot near the church 
yard of Eccles with his money, and that this manso shall serve for the resi- 
dence of tho chaplains of St. Katharine and the chaplains of Jesus and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who shall have a common hall, and shall table [or have 
their meals] together. Special care is to be taken in selecting chaplains, so 
that good men may be appointed; and if at any timo any chaplain be im- 
peached, and convicted by law, of felony or of [any kind of incontinence] to 
be proved before the church, his place shall be declared vacant, and another 
chaplain be appointed. A roll is to be provided, inscribed with the names of 
the individuals whose obits are to be kept, and to be suspended above the 
altar. Tho obits are nearly similar to those recorded in No. 2. This founda- 
tion decd is dated at the manor of Scroby, 6th May, 1460. (Reg. Bothe, Lich- 
field, pp. 95-104, collated with Reg. Bothe, York, p. 245, and printed in Rey. 
Canon Raines’s Lancashire Chantrics, p. 1384). The Archbishop wrote several 
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“special prayers” (Latin) to be used in these services. In his will (Latin) 
dated 26th August, 1664, is this clause:—“TI will that my exeoutors erect a 
house for the chaplains by me ordained in the Parish Church of Eccles, with 
ornaments for the aforesaid chaplains for the celebrating divine service in the 
Parish Church of Eccles. Also I give and bequeath to the chaplains of the 
chantry of Jesus in the said Parish Church of Eccles, £40.” This chantry, 
on the north side of the chancel of the church, has long borne the name of 
the Trafford Chapel, and is said to belong (as well as the old porch of the 
church) to the family of Trafford of Trafford Park, in this parish. 


4.—This chantry, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, was founded by Sir 
Geoffrey Massey, Knt., Lord of the Manor of Worsley in the parish of 
Eccles, and of Tatton, Cheshire. He was living in 1475, but died before 
Aug. 1498. His grand-daughter and heiress married Sir Richard Brereton, 
and her grandson Richard Brereton, of Worsley, Esq., dying on the 18th of 
Dec., 1598, settled all his estates upon his wife’s kinsman Sir Thos. Egerton, 
Lord Chancellor, from whom they descended to the Earls and Dukes of 
Bridgewater,—the Worsley estate being now held by their kinsman the 
Earl of Ellesmere. Thus it will be seen how the chantry of the Holy 
Trinity came to be called the Bridgewater Chapel, and how it should receive 
the monument of Sir Richard Brereton, Esq., and his wife and child. It is 
stated that recently, by some asrangement between the late Earl of Ellesmere 
and the Vicar of Ecclos, the Earl surrendered this chapel to the Vicar for 
the church, and the Vicar consented to the new parish of Worsley being 
carved out of that part of the ancient parish of Eccles. | 


A small aisle on the north side of the chancel has been called ‘The 
Clowes Chantry,’”’ and was claimed by the late Col. Clowes, of Broughton 
Hall, in right of the messuage called New Barns Hall; but it seems proba- 
ble that it is the same as “Mr. Worsley’s chapel place” of Booths, men- 
tioned in some ordere as to the pews in 1695, and ought to be claimed as in 
right of Booths, or Booths Hall. 

Only two chantries in Eccles Church (Holy Trinity and Jesus Collego, 
or in modern names, the Bridgewater and the Trafford Chapels) were 
suppressed in 1548, restored in 1553, and finally extinguished in 1558. The 
last positive naming of the chantry of St. Katharine was in 1428, and it may 
have fallen into decay or ruin before 1648. 

The Registers at Lichfield give the names and dates of institutions of 
chaplains to the chantries in the Parish Church of Eccles, distinguishing 
mostly between the 1st and 2nd chaplainey in the same chantry. ‘Thus, 5th 
June, 1460, Sir John Baddesworth, priest, was admitted to the lst chaplaincy, 
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and Sir* Thos. Shipton, priest, to the 2nd in the recently founded chantry 
of Jesus and the Blessed Virgin Mary. On the 31st April, 1466, Peter Hal- 
sted, priest, was admitted chaplain, on the resignation of Baddesworth. 23rd 
May, 1466, Sir Ralph Legh, to the lst chaplaincy in the chantry of St. 
Katharine, vacant by the death of Sir Robert Baguley. 10th April, 1468, 
Sir Oliver Smelt, chaplain to the second chaplaincy of the chantry, on the 
resignation of Peter Berdesley. 9th March, 1468, Sir Jas. Burch, chaplain 
to the 1st chaplaincy of the chantry of Jesus, vacant by the death of Peter 
Halsted. 30th. Nov., 1487, Sir Robert Alman, to the chantry of St. Kathar- 
ine, vacant by the death of Ralph Legh. The same day William Bukley, 
priest, was instituted to the second chaplaincy in the chantry, vacant by the 
death of Henry Redych, Feb. 15th, 1497, William Crampe, chaplain, to 
the second chaplaincy in the chantry of Jesus on the resignation of Edmund 
Beswick. April 2lst, 1498, Sir Thos. Sedell and Sir Wm. Brotherton, were 
admitted chaplains to the chantry of St. Katharine; and this is the last 
recorded appointment to the chantry. June 15th, 1519, Sir Thurstan 
Cocker, to a chaplainoy in the chantry of Jesus. July 24th, 1534, Sir Geo. 
Bowker, to the same, on the death of Cocker. May 9th, 1539, Sir Roger 
to the same, on the resignation of Bowker. . 


In the Lancashire Chantries of the Rev. Canon Raines (vol. 59 of Chetham 


Society, 1863) are the Reports of the Commissioners of Henry VIII. on two 
chantries in Eccles Church :— 


Tauiry Cottzcz.—In that of the Holy Trinity they state that Ralph 
Artrobus, priest, is incumbent, and celebrates mass and obsequies, &c. Tho 
plate and vestments then belonging to the chantry were a chalice of silver, 
parcel gift, of 100z., two vestments, &c., two silk curtains for the altar ends, 
a mass-book, a cruet, and one corporas [ the cloth placed between the cone 
secrated elements] with the case. As to the lands and rents forming the 
endowment of the chantry, they say that Ralph Garrett holds a tenement 
in Wigan, paying yearly 27s.; Jas. Chernock one, 18s.; Lawrence Char- 
nock, a cottage, 2s, 6d.; T. Page, a cottage, 3s.; William Mason, a cottage, 
3s.; William Langshaw, a parcel of ground, a rod, 12d.; Nicholas 
Standish’s wife, a dove-house yard, half a rod, 6d.; altogether in Wigan 
51s. yearly. Hugh Cryer’s wife, a tenement in Tatton, 1@s., Thomas 
Mitchell another 35s.; together 15s. Jenkin Millington, a tenement in 
Knottesforth [Knutsford] Cheshire, 10s. John Muttresheide [Mottershead] 
another 10g., and Richard Swynton, certain parcels of ground in the field 
there, an acre, 2s.; together 22s. Sum total of the rental £4 8s. No~ 
reprises or repayments. 


* It was the custom to prefix the “Six” to the names of priests as well as of knights. 
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Jesus Co~ztEGy.—The commissioners report that Roger Okill, George 
Worrall, and Richard Hide, priests, were incumbents, who by the founda- 
tion were bound to celebrate mass daily in that chapel, and to distribute 
yearly in alms to poor people, 20s., and to keep and maintain the choir at 
divine service. To this college is appropriated a mansion with a garden, 
an orchard, and a croft, and also the parsonage of Bethom [Westmorland] 
to the maintenance and supplying of the said incumbents’ livings. All 
these priests are resident, and celebrate, keep and maintain, and distribute 
to poor people thereof; which priests, two being fellows [of the College] 
either receives yearly for salary £6. 13s. 4d., and the third, being called the 
conduct, [conductor] hath for his salary £4. 18s. 4d., all which by the occa- 
sion of the large circuit of the said parish, and the Vicar thereof not able to 
minister td all the same, be enforced often and many times to administer 
sacraments to the parishioners of the same parish. As to plate and vest- 
ments, the commissioners found one silver chalice, weighing 12 oz., eight 
vestments, three copes, and two tunicles. Of “household stuff ’’ three brass 
pots, three old brass pans, 13 [lb. weight in] pieces of pewter vessels, a 
brandreth [for placing over the fire] of iron, two broaches [spits] of iron, 
one chasen [chased] dish of latten [or brass], one skimmer of latten, one 
basin with one ewer masslye [a mixed metal] two keirs [a sort of washing 
tub] of wood and three stands of wood, The mansion house [is] situate 
in the town of Eccles, with one garden, one orchard, and one croft adjoining, 
containing an acre, worth yearly to let, 6s. William Lancaster holds the 
parsonage of Bethom, Westmorland, by indenture, for 21 years, from Ist 
Oct. 25 Henry VIII. (1553) now paying yearly £38. Total of the 
rental £38 5s. Whereof[reprises] paid to the Vicar of Bethom, by compo- 
sition for a pension going forth of the parsonage there, yearly £13. 6s, 8d. 
Paid to the King, to the hands of the receiver of the lands of the late mon- 
astory of St. Mary without the city of York, for a pension going forth of the 
said college by yoar, 40s. Paid to the Archdeacon of York for a pension, 
&c., 18s. 4d. Paid to the Vicar of Eccles, for a rent going forth of the 
mansion houso yearly, 3s. 4d. Total yearly reprises, £16. 3s, 4d. And so 
remaineth £22, 1s, 8d. 


VICARS OF ECCLES. 


No complete list of the Vicars exists. The earliest wo find mentioned, 
in a deed of Richard le Rymour, is one John —— whose surname is not 
given, but who is therein stated to be Vicar of Eccles in 1284, Another 
named in 7th Henry V. (1420) was Richard Heywood. The list in Baines’s 


acai. 
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* Lancashire” begins with the 16th century. ‘The earliest name in it is 
Thomas Wright, who was probably Vicar in the closing years of the 15th 
century. On the 31st Dec. 1504, Thomas Holgate was instituted, on the 
death of Thomas Wright. Thomas Bowker succeeded him. On Dec. 
29th, 1642, Geo. Wereall, on the death of Thos. Bowker. June 20th, 1559, 


en Edward Pendleton, on Bewker’s death. Dec. 7th, 1576, Thomas Wiliam- 


Wes 


gon, on Pendleton’s death. May 20th, 1609, John White on Williamson’s 
death. Jan. 9th, 1610, John Jones was instituted, inducted on the 18th 
Jan., and he was succeeded in 1657, by his son Edmund Jones, who was 
ordained in Dec., 1649, and ejected in 1662. He died in 1674, aged 48. In 
1663 Robert Hartley was Vicar. The next named is Thomas Isherwood of 
Usherwood, who was instituted July 27th, 1671. Hedied onthe 17th Feb, 
1678. Aug. 24th, 1678, Thomas Hall was instituted. Jan. 10th, 1721, 
Thos. Chaddock, on Hall’s death. Jan. 8th, 1724, Thos. Bell. July 22nd, 
1726, Thomas Vaughan. March 9th, 1747, Benjamin Nicholls. June 3rd, 
1765, Cudworth Poole. Dec. 27th, 1768, John Crookhall. Oct. 31st, 1792, 
John Clowes. April 19th, 1818, Thomas Blackburne,M.A. Apl. 8th, 1837, 
William Marsden, B.D. Feb. 1861, James Pelham Pitcairn, M.A. Since 
1678, every Vicar has succeeded on the death of his predecessor. This, how- 
ever imperfect and deficient it may be, is tho fullest list of the Vicars of 
Eccles ever published. 


CURATES OF ECCLES. 


We have been favoured with the following notices of various Curates 

from the year 1830 to the present time. 
1830, Jan. 14.—Rev. Robert Broadley preachcd his first sermon in Eccles 

Church, from Philippians iv,11. ‘TI have learned,” &c. 

1832, Jan. 1, Afternoon.—Rev. Robert Broadley’s Farewell Sermon 
from 2nd Cor, xiii, 11. 

1832, April 1.—Rev. W. Mc.Ivor preached his first sermon hero from 
Ephesians iv. 17, 20. 

1835, Jan. 11.—Rev. W. Mc.Ivor’s farewell sermon, from Acts xx, 32. 

1835, April 26, Aftcrnoon.—Rev. Geo. Benjamin Sandford preached 
his first sermon here. 

1837, March 19, Aftorncon.—Rev. Thos. Blackburne, Vicar, preached 
his farewell sermon from Hebrews xiii. 7, 8. 

1837, March 24, Good Friday.—Rev. John Marsden preached his first 
sermon here, from 2nd Cor, vi. part of 2, Behold, now is the accepted 
time,” &c, 
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1837, April, 8, Afternoon.—Rev. Wm. Marsden, Vicar, preached his 
first sermon, from Ist Phil. 9, 10, 11, and read himself in. 

2837, Sep. 26, Afterncon.—Rev. James Chadwick’ preached his first 
from 2nd Cor. v. 20. 

1839, July, 14, Morning.—Rey. C. B. St. George preached his first 
sermon from Psal. cxxxix. 9,10. [He left the latter end of 1841.] 

1842, Feb. 27, Morning.—Rey. Frederick Walker preached his first 
sermon from Phil. iv., last verse. “The grace of our Lord,’ &c. (He left 
in March, 1843. 

1843, April, 9.—Rev. W. Latimer preached his first sermon from 1st 
Peter, v. 5,6. He left 9th Aug., 1846. 

1846, Aug. 16.—Rev. J. Fletcher, Curate. [He left 14th Feb., 1847.] 

1847, Mar, 14.—Rev. John K. Glazebrook preached his first sermon from 
Heb. xi.. 1. 

1848, Oct. 8, Afternoon.—Rev. J. K. Glazebrook preached his last 
sermon from St. John, xiv. 27. 

1849, Jan.— Rev. Samuel Cavan appointed Curate. [He left in the May 
following, through an accident. ] 

1849, June 24.—-Rev. Matthew Forde Smyth preached his first sermon 
from St. Matt. xi. 28. [He left through ill-health in March, 1854.] 

1851, Aug. 24.—Rev. Josiah Dorning. (He left Oct. 6, 1851.] 

1851, Nov.—The Rev. Edward Williams preached a few Sundays in 
November. [He left in June, 1852. 

1852, July.—Rey. Thos. B. Poer. [He preached his last sermon Oct. 
24th, 1852, from Jeremiah xxxi.] 

1852, Oct. 31.—Rev. John Hattersley preached his first sermon from 
St. Matthow xxii. 3. [He left March 6th, 1853.] 

1853, Mar. 25, Good Friday.—Rev. J. J. Cort preached his first sermon 
from Rev. v. 9. [He preached his farewell sermon Dec, 18, 1853, from 
Thess. ii. 9. 

1854, Jan. 22.—Reyv. T. M. Cooksley. Heo left April 19, 1857.] 

1854, Sep. 3.—Rev. R. 8. Gooday. 

1859, March 13.—Rev. H. Sayers preached his first sermon. 

1861, Feb. 15.—-Rev. Wm. Marsden, Vicar, died, aged 91. 

1861, March 31, Easter Sunday.—Rev. J. P. Pitcairn» Vicar, read him- 
self in. 

1861, April 7.—Rev. James Chell preached his farewell sermon. 

1861, May 19.—Rev. R. S. Gooday preached his farewell sermon. 

1861, June 9.—Rev. C. H. Wainwright preached his farcwell scrmon. 
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THE RECTORY AND TITHES OF ECCLES, AFTER THE 
DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES. 


The late Mr. Dorning Rasbotham made extensive collections in MS. 
towards a history of Lancashire, and his collection still exists in the pos- 
session of his descendants, in the shape of several folio volumes and many 
loose sheets; but it is not generally readable, having been in great part 
written in the Short-hand invented by John Byrom, M.A. In the first vol. 
of his MS. collections p. 269, Mr. Rasbotham gives the following account, 
which has been copied in Baines’s Lancashire, (Vol. III. p. 118) :— 


“Upon the dissolution of Whalley, King Henry VIIL[. became possessed 
of the rectories (?) of Eccles and Dean, with the chapels to them belonging, 
then appropriated, united, and incorporated, together with the tithes, emolu- 
ments, and rates. After having some time possessed them, he demised them 
by letters patent to the Worshipful John Penn, Esq., by whom, for the 
remainder of the grant, they were let to Sir Richard Brereton. King 
Henry afterwards granted this rectory [? Eccles] with the tithes, for 21 
years, to Sir Thos. Holcroft; and in the reign of Queen Elizabeth they were 
demised for 31 years to Sir Gilbert Gerrard; both Henry VIII. and Eliza- 
beth making a reservation of the advowson. It appears that the rectory, 
tithes, &c., (the advowson being reserved as before) were afterwards (7 Jac.) 
[z. e. 1610] conveyed by the crown to Morris and Phillips, whom Canon 
Raines calls (“well known traffickers in church spoil”) by them to Messrs 
Downe and Mossley, [Moseley] and by them to Jas, Anderson, of Lostock, 
Esq., and his heirs for ever.” Mr. Baines adds that this last statement is 
confirmed by the Inguisitio post mortem on James Anderton, taken 15. Jas. 
I. (1617) in the Duchy Records, Vol. XX. No. 3. 


From the Andertons (adds Mr. Baines) the tithes passed by sale to Sir 
John Heathcote, of Longton, Staffordshire, and Jas. Cooke, of Salford, Esq., 
by whom they have since been sold in detail to the respective owners of the 
estates in the parish, with the exception ofa number of moduses, amounting 
to £18 per annum, reserved for the ringers and singers of the church. 


The Rey. Canon Raines, in a note in the Notitia Cestriensis, gives amore 
full and accurate account of the more recent transfers of the rectory and 
tithes. He states that on the 8th May, 1723, Sir Lawrence Anderton, of 
Lostock, Bart., and his mortgagee, conveyed the rectory to Sir Francis 
Colstone, of St. Audrew’s, Holborn, Middlesex, in fee; and on the 26th 
April, 1765, Mary Conyn, widow, (sole devisee of the said Francis Colestone), 
conveyed the same, consisting of all the great and small, predial, personal 


22 ECCLES CHURCH NOTES. 


mixed, and all other tithes, to Richard Edensor, of Congleton, Cheshire, 
gentleman, and John Cooke, of Salford, gentleman, for the sum of £5,000 
subject to an annual sum of £16 13s. 4d. to the Vicar of Eccles, and toa 
very ancient payment for tbe finding and providing of Wine for the Holy 
Sacrament at the Parish Church of Eccles at Easter. ‘he share of Mr. 
Edensor passed by his will (dated 8rd Oct. 1767) to his son, and was held in 
1813 by his representative Sir John Edensor Heathcote, Bart., and is now 
the property of R. E. Heathcote, Esq., of Longton Hall, Staffordshire. Mr. 
Cooke dying intestate, his portion of the rectory devolved to his son, James 
Cooke, Esq., who by will, (dated the 14th May, 1819) devised it to his chil- 
dren, and it was vested in his daughter, Miss Susannah Dorothea Cooke, at 
her death in 1848. 


Poswscript.—To the above account by the Rey. Canon Raines, it may be 
added that the R. E. Heathcote, Esq., therein mentioned, is since dead, and 
his share has descended to his son, J. E. Heathcote, Esq. The Miss Susanna 
Dorothea Cooke, of Pendleton, therein mentioned, who died in 1848, devised 
her share of the rectory to her cousin Susanna, wife of Frederick Phillips, 
Esq., of Manchester.—The yearly stipend of £16 13s. 4d., payable by the 
Impropriate Rectors to the Vicar ef Eccles for the time being, was formerly 
paid out of the tithes; but at present, the dividends arising from a sum 
invested in Consols, in the names of the present Impropriate Rectors, and a 
small Tithe rent-charge, constitute the annual income out of which the 
stipend is paid. The deeds and writings relating to the Rectory are in the 
custody of Messrs. Beever & Darwell, Solicitors, Manchester, the Solicitors 
to the Rectors Impropriate. The surplus beyond the yearly £16 18s. 4d. 
accumulates for the repairs of the Chancel, which, we may add, was put into 
good repair a few years ago.—Eb. | 


Connected with the tithes of Eccles, there is a singular tradition to the 
effect that in the reign of Henry VIII, or in that of his successor (Edward 
VI.) these tithes became the subject of a bet on a cock fight, and were won 
for Brandon, Duke of Suffolk by Sir —— Anderton of Ince (more properly 
of Lydiate) in this}county. According to this tradition the tithes were 
granted to the Duke by his Royal master, Henry VIII. Sometime 
subsequently, a cock fight took place in Westminster, when Sir —— 
Anderton is said to have produced the first duck-wing cock that was ever 
fought at a main, with the vaunting challenge— | 

‘¢ There is the je qevel Of of England! 
For a hundred in hand, 


And a hundred in land, 
Tll fight him against any cock in England!” 


The Duke of Suffolk, on finding that Anderton was able to make good 
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his bet, produced another cock, and bet the tithes of Eccles parish, as his 
share of the wager. Anderton won the battle, and thus became possessed 
of the tithes, and the story adds, that he afterwards sold them to Sir John 
Heathcote, of Longton, Staffordshire. So much currency has this story ob- 
tained, that duck-winged cocks are called “Anderton Jewels” in Lanca- 
shire to this day. The whole story, however, appears a fabrication.—Baines’s 
Lancashire, Vol. III. page 118. 


There are very few records or other sources, whence to derive the scanty 
annals of the church and rectory of Eccles, in the century or more between 
the Reformation and the Act of Uniformity in 1662. 


THE SEATS AND PEWS IN ECCLES CHURCH. 


The history of seats in our older parish churches, if carefully written, 
would be full of curious interest. Beginning with plain forms, benches, 
seats, or “settles,’”’ as these were assigned to the manorial houses, and the 
more “‘Worshipful’’ residents of the parishioners, it gradually became 
the fashion to inclose the seats, to place doors of exclusion at their entranccs, 
and even to affix locks on these doors, and brass plates engraved with the 
name of the owner, or, where the pew was appendant to a hall or manor- 
house, with its name. The oldest notice of seats in a Lancashire church, 
seems to be that contained in an ancient MS. entitled the ‘Custom Roll 
and Rental of the Manor of Ashton-under-Lyne,” bearing date the Ist year 
Henry IV (1422). This contains a statement of the “‘ Arrangement of 
Forms ic the Kirk of Assheton, establishing the order of rank and prece- 
dence to be observed among the wives, daughters, and female servants, of 
the manor of Assheton-under-Lyne.” It may be inferred from this list, 
that the husbands, sons, and male servants, had only standing accommoda- 
tion at church ; of course kneeling on the floor. The list gives the names 
of the persons whose wives, daughters, and female servants, were entitled 
to seats upon the various “forms” on the North and South side of the 
church respectively, viz: 6 forms on the South and 7 on the North side, 
with 6 more “upon the North in the nether end of the Kirk.” It adds 
‘The other void forms for servants and strangers,’ being females doubt- 
less. About 1534, a Townley of Townley, issued a sort of order, regulating 
the precedence to the seats in Whalley church, in which he seems to have 
adopted the old adage of “ first come, first served”; willing that the earliest 
comers should take precedence in the higher seats, or those nearest the 
choir; observing that this might operate beneficially on “the proud wives 
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of Whalley” who would not “rise betimes to come to church.” Both 
these instances are curious, as showing first, that the earliest known allot- 
ments of seats in parish churches were made by the Lords of the Manor or 
other extensive landowners in the parish; and secondly, that in the 15th 
and early part of the 16th centuries, only the weaker and gentler sex were 
accommodated with seats at church. But towards the close of the 16th 
century, we find from the following curious record of the proceedings of a 
sort of vestry meeting of the parish of Eccles, that the Right Worshipful, the 
Worshipful, and other gentry of the parish, had seats allotted, either as 
belonging to themselves and their families and households, or as appendant, 
it not appurtenant, to their halls, manor-houses, or residences. This curious 
MS. is referred to, somewhat erroneously, in Baines’s History of Lancashire 
(vol. iii, p. 120) as ‘containing a list of the gentry and old houses in the 
parish.” Only one paragraph of these curious proceedings in vestry, is | 
printed there; and we believe the document, as a whole, has never yet 
appeared in print. The copy from which we now publish it, is in the 
possession of Mr. Gorse, the parish-clerk of Eccles. Its first sentence may 
be rendered thus :— 


‘‘Memorandum, that on the 27th day of August, in the 37th year of 
Queen Elizabeth that now is, and in the year of our Lord, 1595, it is thought 
meet and ordered and agreed upon by the Right Worshipful Richard 
Breerton, Gilbert Sherrington, [who was then the owner and occupier of 
of Booths Hall], John Mollineux, Esqs., Thomas Williamson, Vicar of 
the parish church of Eccles, Thomas Valentine, Nicholas Starkie, Ralph 
Strade, gentleman, and Humphrey Barlow, yeoman, (by the appoint- 
ment of the Right Worshipful Edmund Trafford, Esq., in his absence), and 
other gentlemen of the parish of Eccles, assembled the day and year above- 
said, as well to provide for the repairs of such parish church, as also 
for the furnishing the same with new pews and forms, in manner and form 
following :— 

1.—First it is agreed that there shall be three entire Church Leys laid 
through the whole of the parish for repairing and amending of the same church 
in all decayed places, and also for making of new pews and furnishing the 
same church with new forms, for the ease of the parishioners. 


2.—Also that the churchwardens now for the time being shall have 
power and authority to appoint places for the gentlemen of the same parish, 
and also for the Vicar, according to their degrees and calling, and in like 
manner [they] shall have authority to place the rest of the parishioners, as 
well Husbandmen and Cottagers, as others of mean estate and calling ; 
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having a special regard to their charges and payments, which they have 
severally paid towards the repair of the said church, and making anew of 
the said forms. 

3.—Also that the said churchwardens for the time being shall have 
authority to take order that neither Servants, Boys, Young Women, or 
Children, shall not presume into the upper places or pews of the church, 
but if they do, that they shall be removed by the said churchwardens into 
seats or rooms standing in the inferior places of the same parish church. 


4,—And also it was ordered, set down and agreed upon, the lith day 
of December, in the eight-and-thirtieth year of the Queen’s Majesty’s reign 
that now is, [1595] by the consent as well of the said Vicar, as also of the 
then churchwardens of the same parish church, touching the placing as well 
of the Worshipful as of the gentlemen and others of the same parish in their 
pews and settles in the same church, to the intent that every one of them 
hereafter may know what several rooms and places in the same church 
shall belong to them and their house for ever. 


It is ordered and agreed upon by the said Mr. Vicar and Church- 
wardens, that the Right Worshipful Richard Breerton, of Worsley, Esq., 
shall have belonging to the house of Worsley [7. e. Worsley Old Hall] the 
two settles or pews upon the South side of the chancel gates, next adjoining 


to the said chancel. 


Also, it is ordered that the settle adjoining to the turn-greese [i. e. spiral 
staircase] and the highest settle upon the North side of the church, (both of 
them next adjoining the cLapel belonging to Barton), shall both belong 
to the house and Manor of Barton, and to the heirs thereof. 


Also, it is ordered, that the highest settle upon the North side of the 
chancel gates, and next adjoining to the said chancel, shall belong to the 
house of Agecroft. 


Also, it is ordered that the other settle next thereunto, shall belong to 
the house of Wardley. 


Also, it is ordered that the settle adjoining to the South end of Mr. 
Brearton his settle, which belongs to the house of Worsley, shall belong to 
the house of Booths. 


Also, it is ordered that the highest settle but one upon the North side, 
shall belong to the Right Worshipful Thomas Holcroft, Esq., to his house 
in Woo[I]den; and the noxt settle thereunto adjoining shall belong to the 
house at Hope. 
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Also, it is ordered that the highest settle upon the South side of the 
South out-aisle, next to Mr. Brearton his chapel, shall belong to the house 
of Whyttleswyck; and the second settle next adjoining beneath, shall 
belong to the house of George Latham, of Irlam, gentleman; and the third 
settle next adjoining shall belong to the house of Kempnall. 


Also it is ordered, that the highest long-settlo, standing upon the South 
side of the body of the church, the North end thereof shall belong to the 
house of Clifton, to wit the one-half; and the other half shall remain to 
the house of Beancliffe. 


Also it is ordered, that the highest long-settle above the pulpit, the one- 
half thereof towards the South, shall belong to the house of Hulme. 


Also it is ordered, that the half of the settle next above whereunto the 
pulpit standeth, the South end of the said settle shall belong to Othes 
Holland his house in Pendleton; and the settle next adjoining beneath, 
under the pulpit, shall belong unto Mr. Williamson, Vicar of Eccles. 


Also it is ordered, that the half of the settle next above the pew where 
the curate doth read service, Northward, shall belong to the Monke Hall; 
and the other half thereof, Southward,’shall belong unto John Barlow, his 
house in Lostock. 


Moreover, it is thought meet and so ordered, that at the time of divine 
service it shall be lawful for all men of good behaviour to be placed in one 
of the said settles or pews, the owners thereof being absent, by the direction 
and appointment of the then churchwardens and not otherwise. 


(Signed) Tuomas WiutiaMson, Vicar of Eccles. 


Oliver Darbyshire, 

Giles Pennington, 

Ellis Hey, 

Thomas Fyldes, Churchwardens. 
Othes Holland, 

John Barlow. 


The next series of Orders of the ecclesiastical and parish authorities on 
the subject of seats in the Church is dated 6th July, 1598, about three years 
after that first noticed. They are as follows :— 


Ecctzs ) The sixth day of July, Anno Regni Reginw Elizabeth, nunc 
csc &e., quadragesimo. [1598. ] 


Orders set down by Mr. Williamson, Vicar of Eccles, and the Church- 
wardens of the said parish, for the placing of the rest of the inhabitants 
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of the parish in the Church there, according to their charges and payments, 
by virtue of an order set down by the Right Worshipful Richard Brereton, 
Esq., and other Worshipful &c. Gentlemen of the said parish; the which 
order beareth date the 27th day of August, Anno Regni Regine ‘Elizabeth, 
&c., tricesimo septimo, 1595. . 

In Primis, We do order that all such wives whose husbands have been 
used to pay 11d. or above to a Church Ley, shall have their places in the 
Church to kneel or sit in, during the time of divine service or sermon, in 
the highest settle on the South and North sides of the body of the Church, 
viz., the one settle next adjoining beneath the pew where the Curate 
doth say service, upon the South side, and the other next adjoining beneath 
the pulpit, uponthe North side. 

Item. The second settles next beneath is ordered and allowed for all 
such wives to kneel and sit in, as aforesaid, whose husbands have been used 
to pay 9d. toa Church Ley, and under 11d a-piece; and the third settles 
next adjoining, is ordered and allowed to such wives to sit or kneel in as 
aforesaid, whose husbands have been used to pay to the Church Ley 7d. and 
under 9d. a-piece ; and likewise the two fourth settles next adjoining beneath, 
are allowed for such wives to sit or kneel in as aforesaid, whose husbands 
have been used to pay to the Church Ley 5d. or less than 7d,; and also 
that the two fifth settles, then next adjoining, to be allowed for such wives 
whose husbands have been used to pay 3d. and less than 5d. to the Church 
Ley, in manner and form above-mentioned ; and also that the two sixth 
settles then next following to be allowed as aforesaid to such wives, whose 
husbands have been used to pay 2d. and less than 3d. to the Church Ley. 


And also, that the other four settles on the North side of the body of 
the said Church, towards tle Font, be allowed to such wives, whose 
husbands have been used to pay less than 2d. a-piece and above 1d. par- 
ticularly, to the Church Ley. 


Item, The said Mr. Williamson and the Churchwardens do further 
order that the other four settles on the South side of the body of the said 
Church, and also eleven settles in the South out-aisle, viz., from the Church 
door upwards to the gate that leadeth into Mr. Worsley’s chapel place, 
[another name for the Brereton or Bridgewater Chantry,] and also thirtesn 
settles in the North out-aisle, from the North church door upwards, and one 
other settle on the South side of the-body of the said Church, at the end of 
the pew where the Curate readeth the service, shall all belong to such house- 
holding men that doth pay to the Church levies severally between a penny 
and under 12d., and in such manner and form as is mentioned, for their 
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wives. And they order that one other settle next above the gate to Mr. 
Worsley’s chapel place, in the south out-aisle, shall belong to such house- 
holding men whose payment at a Church Ley is 12d a.piece. 


Item. Itis ordered and thought meet, that the nine settles adjoining to 
the lower end of the Church northward, shall belong to such men, being 
cottagers, whose payment is not above a penny a-piece at a Church-Ley ; 
and that the other three settles next to the South Church door, adjoining, 
also to the lower end of the Church, shall belong to such old people that do 
live upon the benevolence of tho parish, and not able to pay anything to 
the Church. 


Item. We do further order that the two settles next above the pulpit 
stairs, shall be reserved for the placing in of such strangers as shall happen to 
come to the Church at any time hereafter to hear divine service or sermon, 
and for the placing therein of such old men as are, or may happen to be 
hereafter, deaf or hard of hearing, or of such other like impediment, and at 
the discretion of the Churchwardens for the time being. 


Item. It is further thought meet and ordered, [That] neither Men 
Servants, nor Maid Servants, Young Men nor Maids unmarried, shall 
presume to sit or kneel in any of the aforesaid settles in the time of divine 
service or sermon, nor remain there, for the disquieting or displacing any of 
the said inhabitants being married, or that have been married, or house- 
holders; but that the same young persons so offending shall remove, or 
kneel, or otherwise remain without the said settles, in other void places 
of the Church during as aforesaid the time of divine service. 


Finally. The said Mr. Vicar and Churchwardens, whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, do further order and think meet that those orders 
which were ordered, set down and agreed upon, ‘the 11th day of December, 
in the Eight-and-thirtieth year of the Queen Majesty’s reign, [1595] that now 
is, by the consent as well of the said Mr. Vicar, as also of the then Church- 
wardens, together with these orders now agreed upon, to be truly performed 
and kept from time to time and at all times hereafter, according to the 
true interest and meaning of all and every matter and thing therein contained 
or mentioned and every part and parcel thereof whatsoever, 


(Signed) THomas Wituiamson, Vicar of Eccles. 


Ellis Hey, 

Oliver Darbyshire, 

James Wallwork, }Churchwardens. 
John Barlow, 


Giles Partyngton, 
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The third of these series of Orders not only confirms and ratifies the 
two former, but it prominently introduces the principle as to the assign- 
ment of Scats, “according to their charges and payments.”” That is, that 
those who pay most to the church leys, are to have the best seats,—those 
nearest the pews of the Squires;—in other words, they were to be seated 
in Church according to the amounts they willingly paid to church-rates. 
The scale of accommodation seems to have been carefully adjusted to that 
of payment, as will be seen by their being divided into the following classes. 
What was the total amount of the Church Ley in the parish of Eccles in 
1598, or the rate of asssessment, we do not know, but it was doubtless a fixed 
amount ; as in 1595, when it became necessary to re-pew and re-seat the 
Church, three leys were laid to cover the cost of that and Church expen- 
diture, In ordinary years probably one or two leys would suffice. 


Wives & DAUGHTERS, 
11d. to one ley, the highest settle. 
9d. and under 11d. do., the second settles beneath. 
7d. and under 9d. do., the third settles beneath. 
5d. and under 7d. do., the fourth settles beneath. 
$d. and under 5d. do., the fifth settles beneath. 
2d. and under 3d. do., the sixth settles beneath. 
Less than 2d. and above 1d. four still lower settles. 
Men. 
Paying between 1d. and 12d. in like manner on other forms. 
Householders paying 12d. a ley, a higher settle in the south out-aisle. 
Nine settles next the lower end and north-side of the Church for cottagers 
paying not more than a penny at a ley. 
Three settles next the south door at the lower end of the Church, to old 
people living on alms and paying no leys. 

It would seem as if some of these Orders of 1595 and 1598 had not 
been satisfactory, or that there had been some previous dissatisfaction, 
which these Orders were intended to remove; for the Vicar and Church- 
wardens seem to have petitioned the Bishop of Chester to confirm them by 
his authority. A sort of Faculty or Order was accordingly granted by the 
Bishop, which bears date only four days after the last series of Church- 
wardens’ Orders, printed above, and this Order is in the followipg terms :— 

‘“‘RicHarp, by divine permission, Bishop of Chester. To all faithful 
people to whom these present letters may come, and to those persons follow- 
ing whom these writings concern, we send greeting in our Lord God 
_everlasting. 
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‘Whereas, it hath been represented to us that contentions and contro- 
versies hath arisen among some of the parishoners of the paroch‘al Church 
of Eccles, in the diocese of Chester, concerning Pews and Seats erected in 
the aforesaid Church; insomuch that some venerable persons, Richard 
Brereton, of Worsley; Gilbert Sherrington, John Mullineux, Esqs.; Thomas 
Williamson, vicar of the said Church, Ellis Hey, Oliver Darbyshire, John 
Barlow, Otho Holland, Thomas Fildes, and Giles Partington, who at that 
time were Wardens of the said Church, should appoint and assign, as well to 
the venerable persons aforesaid, as to any other inhabitants of the said 
parish, Pews, or Seats, or places wherein to hear divine service in the 
aforesaid Church, according to their best judgment and discretion, and ac- 
cording to the condition and quality of every inhabitant and parishoner. 
Therefore, they the said Thomas Williamson, clerk, and the Wardens afore- 
said (as is testified before us), have appointed and assigned to the said 
parishioners and inhabitants, Pews or Seats and places to hear divine service, 
according to the condition and quality of every inhabitant (to their best 
judgment and discretion), as in this present schedule is specified and con- 
tained, and they have humbly besought us to approve and ratify the said 
assignation by them made, and to corroborate and confirm the same for 
the future by our Episcopal authority,—Know ye, therefore, that upon 
mature deliberation on that behalf, as is specified in the presents hereunto 
annexed, we do approve, confirm, and ratify the aforesaid assignation 
and conclusion of the aforesaid Thos. Williamson, clerk, and the Wardens, 
according to their humble request and petition, so far as our Episcopal 
right and authority extend, by these presents. 


“Nevertheless, reserving to ourselves and our successors from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, full power and authority to revoke and dis- 
annul all and singular the aforesaid premises, in as full andample man- 
ner, a8 if this present Writing had not been made, when the case shall 
so require and be expedient both for them and us, doing and determining 
everything to.the honour and glory of God, and reserving to every man his 
own right and property. 

‘“‘ In witness whereof, we have caused our seal to be hereunto put by 
our Vicar-General. — Dated the 10th day of July, in the year of our Lord 
1598, ‘and in the second year of our translation to the Episcopal See 
aforesaid. (Signed) 

‘‘JoHn MorGett, Register.” 


For many years, and indeed till a few years ago, there was placed in 
the old vestry, a plan of Chapels, Pews and Seats in the Church, with a list 
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of their owners or occupiers. This plan is no longer in the vestry or 
church, and whether it is still in existence is more than we can say. But 
some notes taken from the plan itself by the present writer in the year 
1857, will suffice to give a correct idea of the apportionment of the Pews 
and Seats in the Church, till within the last two or three years. 


The Chapels or Chantries on the south side of the Church, were—lIst, 
at the east or chancel end, the Brereton, Egerton, or Bridgewater chapel. 
A little more westward, on the same side of the Church, but projecting 
outward from the south wall, was the Chantry of St. Katherine, (recently 
restored on its ancient site, as is supposed). On the north side at the 
east-end, was the (so-called) Clowes Chantry, and next it westward, the 
Trafford Chantry or Chapel. The following is a list of the seats and 
their numbers as delineated in the old plan :— 


SoutH AISLE. 


1. Vicar and Church- 7, Whickleswick Hall 
wardens 8. Winderspool Farm 
9. Do. do. 9. Robdert Stannard 
3. Mr. Croft, Weaste 10. Booths Hall 
4, Vicar & Wardens 11. Bentcliffe Hall 
b. Kempnough Hall 12. Lostock Hall 
6. Irlam Hall 13. The Parish 
[ The rest of the seats, towards the west end of this aisle, are not speci- 
fied in the plan. ] . 
Mippie AIstz. 
14, Vicarage 23. Executors of Sir 
15. Monks Hall John Heathcote 
16. Clifton Hall 24, Agecroft Hall 
17. Worsley Hall 25. Wardley Hall 
18. John Greaves 26. Davyhulme Hall 
19. Same 27. Old Hall Pendleton 
20. Same 28. Churchwardens 
21.. Hope Hall 29. Vicar & Wardens 
22. Agecroft Hall 30. Same 
Norts AISLE. 
$1. Churchwardens 387. Thomas Joseph 
32. Vicar & Wardens Trafford, Esq. 
33. Same 388. | Same 
34, Hope Hall 39. Same 
85. Woolden Hall 40. Old Hall, Barton 
36. Thomas Joseph 41, Now Barns 
Trafford, Esq. 42, Strangers. 


( Of these 42 pews or seats, one seems to have been assigned to the 
Vicarage, seven to the Vicar and Churchwardens, two to the Church- 
wardens, eighteen to Old Halls in the parish, twelve to other residences and 
gentry, one to the Parish, and one to strangers. ] 
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The lives of the Vicars of Eccles would (if it could be written) be a very 
interesting piece of church biography. Several were men of learning, 
scholarship, and high literary ability. Among these was the Rev. Thomas 
Williamson, Vicar from December 7th, 1576, to about May, 1606; the same 
Vicar, who, with the principal laymen and the churchwardens settled the 
pews in 1595. He was an able writer and a good man, a sound scholar 
and of extensive reading. He has left several works to attest his ability ; 
the titles of which are not at this moment within reach. A memoir of this 
“ood Vicar’ and excellent man would be a valuable addition to the lives 
of those pious priests, who, in their day and generation, were of “ the salt of 
the earth.” Amongst these also may be named Mr. Williamson’s imme- 
diate successor in the living, Dr. John White, who besides holding the 
Vicarage of Eccles, was chaplainin ordinary to King James I. He was the 
author of “‘The Way of the True Church”’; and his ‘‘ Workes’’ were collec- 
ted and published in a folio volume in 1624. His portrait is prefixed to 
this volume. He died in 1615, in great poverty, leaving seven children. 
He was the son of the Rev. Peter White, Vicar of ‘St. Neot’s, Hunting- 
donshire; whose younger son, Dr. Francis White, became Bishop in suc- 
cession of Carlisle, Norwich, and Ely. But we must pass on to other topics. 


A Bisnop’s ORDER AS TO BuRIALS, 


A fragment only exists of an Order of the Bishop of Chester, as to the 
time of burials ‘at Eccles Church. The date is lost, but as the Bishop’s 
christian name was Edmund, it was doubtless in the time of Dr.Edmund 
Keene, 21st Bishop of Chester, (from 1752 to 1771) and afterwards trans- 
lated to Ely. From an entry in the Churchwardens’ Accounts, we 
think the date of this order would be 1764. The order recites that the 
Vicar, Churchwardens, and other inhabitants of the Parish of Eccles, had 
been put to great trouble and inconvenience in that large and populous 
parish, arising from the uncertainty and unreasonableness of the time ap- 
pointed for the burial of the dead; and that at a Parish Meeting held for 
the purpose, they had unanimously agreed upon certain measures to redress 
the grievance, and had petitioned the Bishop to interpose his authority,— 
Therefore, for the ease and benefit of the Parish in general, the Bishop 
requires that immediately after the repetition of the Nicene Creed, in time 
- of divine service, on the three next Sundays after receiving the order, it 
is to be publicly read in church, signifying that—‘‘ We do hereby order 
and appoint that the corpse of every person to be interred in the church or 
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church-yard of Eccles, shall be brought thither between the hours of 3 and 
4 inthe afternoon, from Michaelmas to Lady-Day, and between the hours 
of 4 and 6 in the afternoon from Lady-Day to Michaelmas, or the interment 
of the corpse to be deferred till the day following, unless upon some extra- 
ordinary occasion, to be signified and allowed by the Vicar for the time 
being or his Curate.’—The Bishop further requires the order to ,be pre- 
served in the Parish Chest, and to be transcribed and registered in the 
Parish Book. 


BENEFACTORS TO THE Poor OF ECCLES. 
1689. Rev. Richard Sherlock, D.D., Rector of Winwick, left at his 


Ceath:sb5ins dene se otenewe seeesiwiace sees seweeeaeees eed OO 

1689. Hannah Leigh, of Barton, left at her death £10., viz:—" 
To the Poor of Barton ....ceossccccscccccssccesvees FB DO 0 
‘3 és CCIOS:  4¥.56.3s0s taeesetererGeddsdae 8. 0.0 
i 95 Worsley (Lower) ...cssccsccccecceess 2 0 0 
1689, Edmund Goolden, of Eccles, left at his death., ........ 10 0 0 
1709. Peter Aldred, of Monton, left at his death ...... eas. 3. 0-20 
1711. Samuel Charlton, of Monton, left at his death .......... 3 0 0 
£36 0 0 

The distribution of these charities yearly is as_follows:— 

To the Poor of the Parish of Eccles.......6 eseee. coocsese SL 11 6 
‘3 5) Worsley 4,  svccevecccccscccsvecses. O ZB G 
53 a Barton Township ....ccssssseccesesse O 6 O 
oe Pe Eccles __,, cococccccsecsevecese YU BS 8 
$2 3 8 


A Harp Case. 


The Petition of John Bridge, of Eccles, in the County of Lancaster. 
Whereas your Petitioner having“a small Cottage situate ‘upon the Vicarage 
Glebe Lands at Eccles aforesaid, which hath fallen out of lease three times 
within the space of 5 years, by the death of Mr. Hall, Mr. Chaddock, and 
Mr. Bell, and the resignation of Mr. Crooke, so that your poor Petitioner 
is now utterly incapable of paying his fine to our parish Vicar Mr. Vaughan, 
and will thereby be destitute of a dwelling place for himself and family, 
unless timely relieved by the charity of well-disposed people. 
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These are therefore to desire you and every of you to whom these pre- 
sents shall come, not only to permit and suffer the Bearer hereof peaceably 
and quietly to pass through your township, but to supply him with such 
charitable contribution as you in your discretion shall think proper, and we, 
whenever the same occasion shall happen, will as willingly contribute to 
the relief of yours. As witness our hands this 8th day of December, Anno 


D’ni, 1726, 
_ (Signed,) 
Robert Rigby, 
Curate of Eccles. 

John Jackson, Minister of Stretford, 

John Jones, Minister of Flixton, — 

Roger Bolton, Fellow of the Collegiate Church 

of Manchester, 
John Hulme, - : 


George Higson, 
George Birch, Churchwardens. 


James Wright, and 

William Martinscroft. 

Miles Barret, Curate of Astley. 

Ad. Bankes, Curate of Upholland. 
John Kay, Minister of Ellenbrook. 
Rad. Aynscough, Cap: of Manchester. 
Jos. Stopford, Curate of Salford. 

[Upon the fly leafare the names of 15 contributors, 5 of Is., 8 of 6d., one 
of 3d., and one of 2d. They are not signatures, though in different hands. 
The first are Humphrey Trafford, Esq., Lady Bland, Mr. Ainskough [sic], 
Mr. Rigby, Mr. Jones, Mrs. Parr; and a later one is “ Justis Blackburn.”’] 


Lerrer FRoM A Vicar or Eccirs To tue Paris Cierx. 


~ Edingale, 7ber 80, 1727. 

Mr. Parr,—TI hope this will find you well ‘recovered of your Distemper. 
I desire you would send me word per ‘next.post, in what circumstances 
Ned Watson died, and if my rent be safe, and if his widow designs to 
continue my tenant. Let me know how my parish is for health. And pray 
let me know if the Vicarage House be empty; and if you can recommend 
a proper tenant. I want to know how Mr. Spence goes on, and where 
he lives. I suppose the surplice fees rise high this sickly time. I hope you 
continue to collect ’em, and take an account what you pay Mr. Spence. 
Pray collect my Michaelmas rents of all but Widow Watson. Let Mr. 
Bayley pay Mr. Spence what he owes me; and pray pay the brickmen; 
but first of all stop 30 shillings for ye Sexton; and anywhere elsewhere 
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they owe money. And take care they do not cheat me, nor the country. 
I must depend upon you for my Steward, till I can come over, which I am 
afraid will not be this Winter. Pray ask Mr. Jones of Flixton to pay you 
the sum of money the Bishop ordered for Dilapidations, and send it me by 
Bill from any Manchester man to Lichfield. I believe Mr. Martinscroft 
would take the house; but I leave it to your care and management: till I 
haveatenant, pray have an eye over it, and the rest of my affairs, for I 
trust unto you. Let me know how the Schoolmaster pleases. My service 
to your wife and all friends, Concludes from your very affec: friend 


and servant 
THO: VAUGHAN. 


Let me know if Spence’s wife be come to Eccles. 
( Superscribed.) 
“For Mr. James Parr, 
Clark of Eccles, near 
- (Stone Bag.) Manchester, Lancashire.” 


We may now proceed to notice a very curious case, arising out of the 
Rev. Benjamin Nicholls, the Vicar of Eccles, having cut down some trees 
planted in the churchyard. This was in 1761, and it excited much angry 
feeling; and as a result, at the instance of some of the Parishioners, 
a case was drawn up, stating the circumstances, and counsel’s opinion was 
obtained thereon. ‘The barrister to whom it was submitted was George 
Kenyon, Esq., of Peel Hall, in Little Hulton, of the ‘ancient ‘family of 
Kenyon of Kenyon in the parish of Winwick. 

Case, 
About Trees cut down in Eccles Church yard by the Vicar of Eccles, &c., &c. 

The two parishes of Eccles and Dean were formerly one parish, and it, 
with the tithes and lands thereto belonging, were within the Abbey of 
Whalley, and belonged to the Abbot, &c. thereof. The same Abbey lands 
and tithes were, in the reign of King Henry the Highth, either surrendered 
by the Abbot, &c., into the hands of the said King, or were by him seized by 
virtue of an act of parliament made in his reign, and thereby became a Lay 
Fee. In Henry the Highth’s time this large parish was divided into two 
parishes, the one called Eccles parish and the other Dean parish. 


During the reigns of Henry the {Highth, Edward the Sixth, Queens 
Mary, Elizabeth, &c., these church lands and tithes, or most of them, were 
leased out for years and lives. Afterwards the fee of the tithes &c. of these 
parishes, were sold or granted away by King James the First or his succes- 
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sors; and probably the tithes of these parishes, &c., were granted in fee, to 
or in trust for one of the family of the Andertons of Lostock, in Lancashire. 


But the same King, by his grant as aforesaid, reserved to himself and 
his successors, Kings of England, &c., the nomination of the several Vicars 
of Eccles and Dean parishes, with an annual stipend of £16 13s. payable to 
the Vicar of Eccles, and of £10 a year to the Vicar of Dean, for the time 
being, for ever, by the Rectors impropriate of the said tithes, which annual 
rerts have been constantly paid ever since. 


The said Vicar of Eccles, as such, hath ever since held and enjoyed 
several messuages, or dwelling-houses, and fields near Eccles Church, 
and there being a large church yard belonging to the said church, the 
Vicar for the time being hath claimed the herbage thereof, and also a 
sum of money for every flag or stone set or laid down in the church-yard, 
over or under where corps(es] have been buried, to denote the several persons’ 
burying-places. Tho parishioners, by the churchwardens of the said parish, 
have always been at the expense of and have always repaired the body of 
the said church, all the walls, gates, doors, fences, &c., in and about the 
body of the church and church yard. The Rectors Impropriate, who from 
time to time hath been owners of the great, small, &c., tithes, have been in 
possession of and entitled to the chancel in the said church, and always 
repaired the same. 


About 30 or 40 years ago [t.¢. about 1731] aninhabitant in the said 
parish set or placed in the church yard several young firs, &c., with intent 
for them there to grow and be a shelter to the church, against winds, &c., and 
for ornament, &c., for the church, which trees were pruned, &c., by or at 
the expense of the churchwardens of the said parish. A hearse has been 
purchased by the parishioners and a building erected by them in the church 
yard for the lodging it, &c., there. 


The present Vicar of the said church, who does not reside in the said 
parish, but at upwards of 20 miles from his said parish church, seldom comes 
to his parish church, nor within his parish, and performs duty there not 
above 2 or 3 days in a year; frequently or yearly sets or lets the said church 
yard to tenants, who put therein horses, &c., to eat the grass there, and 
frequently with their feet, &c., beat and destroy the grave stones, &c. 
There has been and is Oak, &c., Timber growing in the said Vicar’s fields, 
quite sufficient to support, repair, &c., all the housing, &c., belonging to the 
said Vicarage houses. 

The said Fir trees, so planted as aforesaid in the said church yard, 
being grown up so high as to be a shelter or guard to the church and chancel 
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against high winds, &c., and a great ornament, but very healthy trees and 
much short of their full growth. The present Vicar of the said church 
hath lately ordered to be cut down the Fir Trees so growing in the said 
church yard, without acquainting or advising with the churchwardens or 
other inhabitants of the parish, has sawn, cut or broken the same into 
boards, &c., and sold and disposed of the crop-wood or branches of the said 
trees, and has [sold] or intends to sell and dispose of, the remaining part of 
the trees for ready money, and dispose thereofas he thinks proper for money. 


The said Vicar also insists that the said church yard is his, and that all 
the trees growing there, as also the herbage, belongs to him, and that he can 
and will dispose of the same, as and in the manner he thinks proper, without 
repairing, or converting the timber or wood to the repairs of the church, the 
walls, gates, fences, &c., belonging to the church yard, and without making 
any satisfaction to the persons who laid down or are the owners of the flags _ 
by them bought, and laid down by them and their ancestors there, and 
which are or may be broken by horses, &c., put into the said church yard to 
eat the grass there. The said Vicar also insistates [sic] of larger and other 
fees for laying down flags, stones, &c., and doing other things, than any 
of his predecessors ever claimed or had paid them. Which behaviour, &c., 
is a vexation to the said parishioners, and a wrong, as is thought by them, 
and which they wish to have remedied, or the several rights ascertained. 


Quere.—Considering the whole of this case, whether any person or per- 
sons has a right or had a right and legal power to cut down and destroy the 
said growing trees in the said church yard, for any purpose unless it bo for 
repair and support of the body of the church or chancel; and if any person 
or persons has or had such sole right, who such person or persons are ? And 
whether the same ean or cannot be done without public notice given, and 
consent of the parishioners, at a public parish meeting first called for that 
purpose, had and obtained ? 


[Opinion.]—By the Statute of 35th of Edward theFirst, Parsons are 
forbid to fell the trees growing in the church yard unadvisedly, but when 
the chancel or the church should want repair, or to convert them unto any 
other use; except the body of the church should want repair, in which case 
the Parsons are at liberty (but not compelled) to relieve the parishioners by 
bestowing upon them the same trees. And I am of opinion no one hasa 
right to fall or apply them for any other purposes than are mentioned in 
the act. 


Quere.—Has the said Vicar a sole power to cut down the said trees, 
sell the same, and convert the money thereby raised to his own private use P 
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If he has not, and does do it, what method is to be taken, and by whom, to 
compel him to make restitution, and to whom; or what method is to be 
taken and by whom, for the said wrongs or offences? And if anything is to 
be done by the churchwardens of the said parish, is the same to be done 
by and in the names of the churchwardens in office when the offence was or 
is committed, or by the present churchwardens since chosen and sworn into 
the office; and if by the churchwardens, whether the same can justifiably be 
done untila public meeting called, and they be thereby empowered so to do ? 


(Opinion. ]—The right of falling and applying the trees seems to me to 
be in the Lay Rector, as he is to be at the expense of repairing the chancel; 
although the property of the soil of the church yard I think is in the Vicar. 
As to the churchwardens or parishioners, they don’t appear to have any 
estate or interest therein. As this is a general act, forbidding Parsons to 
fall, &c., for any other purpose, &c., and no particular punishment applied 
by the Statute, I think the best way would be to proceed by indictment 
against the Vicar for falling and converting the trees to his own use. 


Quere.—Who is entitled to the herbage of the church yard ? If the said 
Vicar be, can he justify letting the same to be depastured by horses, &c., 
who [sic] do and will do damage and break the grave-stones, paid for and 
laid there after paying their usual fee for laying the same, without the 
Vicar’s being obliged to make satisfaction to the persons who the gravestones 
belong to, for such damages done. And if the Vicar refuse afterwards to 
make such satisfaction, who, or by what means, and in what court, is such 
damage or satisfaction to be had or obtained, against the Vicar that let the 
church yard, or the person whose horses did the damage, or either of them ? 


(Opinion. ]—I think the Vicar has a right to the herbage of the church 
yard; but he must use that right so as to do no damage or injury to 
another; and therefore if he, or his tenants, do, by their horses or cattle, 
break the gravestones, I think a special action on the case would lie against 
them, in the name of the executors or other persons at whose expense the 
gravestones were laid down. But I think it would be safer to bring the 
action against the person whose cattle broke the gravestones, &c., than 
against the Parson, who let the herbage. 


Quere.—Can the present Vicar insist of and have a greater or any 
other fee or fees for laying down flags or stones over dead corp[s]es, laid in 
the church yard, &c., or during his duty as Vicar, other than his pre[de]ces- 
. Bors Vicars of the said church, have always been paid for the same thing ? 
And if the present Vicar insists of greater fees or more money than has 
been paid to his predecessors for the same business, and pretends to sue in 
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the spiritual court or elsewhere for the money he so demands, what 
method is the parishioner to take? Is he obliged to pay the sum demanded 
by the said present Vicar or not? If not, is he obliged to tender to tke 
present Vicar the fee or money usually paid to his predecessors, Vicars of 
the said church, before any suit commenced; and if, notwithstanding such 
tender made, if the present Vicar commences a suit for the fees he demands, 
in the spiritual court or elsewhere, what method is the parishioners to tako, 
to be relieved from such oppression ? 

[Opinion. ]—As the soil of the church yard is in the Vicar, I think no 
one has a right to lay down a gravestone without his consent, except he 
can justify it by some immemorial custom. But if such a custom can be 
proved, to lay down a gravestone upon paying such a stated fee to the 
Vicar, I think it would be good, and ifthe Vicar should attempt to sue 
any of the parishioners in the ecclesiastical or other courts, for laying down 
a flag in the church yard without his leave, I think, upon tendering the 
fee and pleading and proving the custom, it would be a good defence. 

(Signed), GrorcE Kenyon, 
Peel, July 27th, 1761. 


SEQUESTRATION OF A VICAR OF Eccizs, mv 1789. 


There exists an Order of Dr. Cleaver, Bishop of Chester, copying a 
King’s Writ of July Ist, 1789, requiring the Bishop to levy on the ecclesias- 
tical goods of the Rev. John Crookhall, late of Eccles, clerk, the sum of 
£1,770 for a debt due to the Rev. Edward Owen, clerk, and John Gilbert, 
Esq. The Bishop’s order, in obedience to the writ, sequesters all rents, 
tithes, oblations, obventions, fruits, issues and profits, and other ecclesias- 
tical goods whatever of John Crookhall, belonging to tho Vicarage of 
Eccles ; requires the churchwardens—Messrs. Richard Lansdale and William 
Gregory—to publish the sequestration, and to collect and receive all rents, 
tithes, &c. The cure in the church and through the parish, is to be 
served by the Rev. Richard Guest, clerk, and then licensed curate, to whom 
the Bishop assigns £50 yearly for so doing. After paying this and all 
lawful burthens incumbent on the Vicarage, the churchwardens are to pay 
over the remainder of all moneys received by them to theBishop. This 
order of sequestration is dated 16th July, 1789, and at the foot is a 
certificate by the Rev. Richard Guest, that it was read on Sunday 
morning, 16th August, 1789, in the Parish Church of Eccles. It is only’ 
right to add that, as we have been informed, in a short time afterwards: 
the debt was paid, the sequestration removed, and the Vicar restored to all. 
his rights and functions. 
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THE BuiLDING. 


The following description (from Baines’s History of Lancashire, Vol. IIT, 
p. 114) will apply to the church as it was in 1832,—more than thirty years 
AZO :— 

‘The Parish Church of Eccles, seated on a slight elevation in the 
township of Barton, at the entrance to the village of Eccles from the Man- 
chester road, is dedicated to St. Mary de Eccles. The building is a vener- 
able gothic structure, forming a favourable specimen of rude architecture, 
with a massive tower, gray with age; and consists of a nave, chancel and 
side aisles, the latter of which were in early times chapels attached to 
the old families of the parish. The structure is of an irregular shape, 
supported by buttresses and adorned by arched windows. ‘The roof is par- 
tially embattled, and on the north & south sides rise two small circular 
columns, terminating in crocketted ornaments. The church porch, belonging 
to the Traffords, though re-edified in 1790, is in unison with the antique 
character of the other parts of the building. The interior is spacious, 
light and lofty. The columns dividing the nave from the side aisles are o¢- 
tagonal, and bear escutcheons at their capitals. As the population has 
increased gallerics have been erected, and cach side has now this accomoda- 
tion. Tho west gallery was built in 1717; the north and south galleries 
in 1770; and the east gallery, which opens to a chamber over the chancel 
door, in 1805. The roof is supported by carved squares of timber, having 
clusters of flowers at the interstices of the beams. So late as 1805 there 
were ancient gates leading into the chancel, but they were then removed. 
The original church was probably of a date as carly as the Conquest, and 
the curfew-bell, a relicof that age, continues to be rung nightly. Tradition, 
probably from this circumstance, fixes the date of the church in the year 
1111, The church underwent a thorough repair in 1713; when an ex- 
cellent painting of the royal arms—it may be to mark the loyalty of the 
parish in those seditious times—was placed over the entrance to the choir.’ 


As to more recent alterations in repairs, we believe the most material 
and important were made in the years 1846, 1850, 1852, 1855, and i862. 
In 1852, the churchwardens then in office, placed a new roof over the galleries. 
In 1855 the chief improvements were the removal of the old flag-stone 
flooring, which was much cracked and decayed, and in laying a new floor 
of stone upon a substantial bed of concrete, so as to keepit dry; and in all 
that part of the church occupied by pews, an upper flooring of wood was 
laid down. Open seats were substituted for the old close pews; the fine old 
oak pulpit, which had long been cased in{deal, had its covering stripped and 
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stood revealed in its ancient character; and both pulpit and reading-desk 
were moved nearer to the chancel by the span of anarch. Even then it 
was in contemplation to remove that unsightly and cumbrous projection, 
the lofty east gallery, (erected in 1805,) which severed tho nave from the 
chancel, shutting out from a great part of the nave all view of the choir, and 
making the fine old edifice look low and squat, destroying its fair propor- 
tions. But to accomplish this improvement demanded considerable funds, 
and it was not till 1862 that this great eyesore (the cast gallery) was removed, 
and the interior of the church almost wholly renovated and restored. To 
effect this a public subscription commenced, which eventually amounted to 
the large sum of £4,050 and we understand the whole of the alterations, 
additions and improvements, costing upwards of £6,000, were effected 
without imposing a single farthing of rate upon the parish. As the recent 
alterations, amounting to a restoration of all within the old shell of the 
building, have been fully described in the newspapers, we need only say 
here, that they include, as to the fabric itself, the removal of the east gallery 
altogether, the conversion of the old vestry at the west-end of the church, 
into the chief porch or west entrance to the edifice, lighted by a small north 
window of stained glass, of floral designs, with the appropriate text on a 
scroll--“‘ How amiable are thy dwellings, O Lord cf Hosts ;’’ and the south 
wallofthis new porch is covered with the mural monuments brought from 
the east-end of the church, while its floor is laid with encaustic tiles. The 
ancient chapel or chantry of St. Catherine, on the south side of the church, 
has been ‘re-built and lighted on three sides by windows, and the whole 
of its floor space has been covered with seats. The old organ—erected in 
1818—which stood in the west gallery, has been altogether removed, and 
a fine large one of the best construction and of great compass, has been 
placed on the floor on the south side of the church, separating St. Katherine’s 
chantry from the Egerton or Bridgewater chapel. The ancient monument 
has been removed from the site of the new organ to the upper end of the 
Bridgewater chapel; its old high and heavy railing being replaced by 
decorated standards, surmounted by a low brass rail, Within the chancel, 
(which is a dais slightly elevated above the nave floor,) are four stall-like 
seats on each side, of carved oak; a portion of two front seats on each side 
being appropriated to the choristers. Tho pulpit has been moved a littlo 
further eastward, standing in front of the north pier of the chancel arch. 
Opposite the pulpit, on the south side, stands the reading-desk, and in the 
centre the eagle-lectern of carved oak. The new roof of the chancel is of 
framed and pannelled oak, having blazoned on its panels, the arms of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, as Lord Primate; of the Bishop or the See of 
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Manchester ; of the present Vicar of Eccles; of the Abbey of Whalley, the 
ancient owners of the church; the Royal Arms, &c. Across the back of 
the west gallery a large screen window has been placed, to give light to 
the belfry beyond. In the Bridgewater chapel are three new windows, 
rich in the glowing colours of modern stained glass; so is the north-east 
window in the Trafford chapel, and two smaller windows in the same chapel, 
but in the north wall. At the west-end of the nave, a handsome octagonal 
font of stone has been placed, the gift of John and Elizabeth Fletcher, 
of Clifton; the font cover was the gift of Mr. Sutcliffe. The floor 
of the chancel, within the communion rails, has been laid with enamelled 
mosaic tiles of four light colours; within the rails, the chancel floor is 
paved with encaustic tiles of elegant design; while the aisles are floored in 
Venetian and encaustic tiles, judiciously alternated, so as to relieve what 
might otherwise be monotonous. Then, everything has been cleaned or 
replaced by new constructions, as the gas pendants, the gratings along the 
aisles, the warming and ventilating apparatus; and the general aspect of the 
interior is excecdingly bright and agreeable, while it retains that ancient 
character so indispensible a feature of this fine old edifice, and for the 
loss of which no modernising could compensate. The whole of the restora- 
tion has been effected from the designs and under the superintendence of 
Mr, Isaac Holden, architect, of Cross-street, Manchester, whose knowledge 
and love of his art, as evinced in the restoration of the ancient parish’ 
church of St. Mary’s, Eccles, has kept him from the desecration manifest in 
t>.0 many modern innovations. 


THE MONUMENTS, 


Any account of the Parish Church of Eccles would be imperfect without 
a notice of the various monuments within the edifice, especially the numerous 
mural tablets which record on the walls of the church and of its Western 
porch, the names and virtues of many excellent and distinguished natives 
and residents of the parish. 

The tomb of the Breretons, though only 263 years old, is the most ancient 
monumental memorial within the fabric. The following is Baines’s do- 
scription of it before its recent removal:—‘In the chancel, on the South 
side of the altar, incloged within iron rails, painted blue, is an ancient 
tomb, with whole-length figures, recumbent, of Richard Brereton of Worsley, 
and his lady (with their infant son in swaddling-clothes) their heads 
resting on two couches, bearing a covered helmet and two cushions; he 
fully armed, and attired in the costume of his age, and. she dressed in the 
habit of her time, with large ruffs round her neck and ankles, and an enor- 
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mous head-dress; their feet resting on two dogs couchant. [The animal at 
the feet of the husband is certainly no dog; it has the snout of a boar or 
the muzzle of a bear; which of these beasts it is meant for, would puzzle a 
naturalist.] The figure of the infant is placed [next the lady] ppon an 
ornamented bracket, attached to the tomb, on which are engraved 9 coats 
of arms, quartering [the bearings of] various families. The coat to the 
West side is surmounted by two crests, both upon helmets; the one a 
dexter arm, holding a sword, and the other a cock; round the rim of the 
tomb is this inscription: [in old English small letters, and in Latin, of 
which the following is a literal translation :] 


‘‘Here lie the bodies of Richard Brearton de Tatton and Worksley, 
Esq., and Dorothy his wife, daughter of Richard Eggerton of Ridley, Knt. ; 
and Richard their son; which same Richard died the 17th day of Dec., A.D.. 
1598, and the said Dorothy died on the 4th day of April 1639; and the said 
Richard their son, who was an infant, died A.D. 1575. And the said 
Dorothy caused this monument to be made, 1600.” 

It was this Richard Brereton who bequcathed the Worsley Estates to 
the Egertons, and this Dorothy, who left the Old Hall in Worsley &c., to 
a son of Lord Egerton. 


Entering the church by its new Western porch, we find the following 
mural monuments and tablets placed upon the South wall of the porch :— 


‘‘In memory of John Greaves, Esq., of Highfield, Pendlebury, who de- 
parted this life on the 10th Dec., 1815, aged 61 years. Also Mary his wife, 
who died 11th Dec., 1823, aged 69 years. Sarah, their daughter, died 29th 
Jan., 1797, aged 2 yearsand 11 months. Thomas their son, died 20th March, 
1824, aged 31 years. John Greaves, of Irlam Hall, Esq., their son, a Justice 
of the Peace, and a Deputy Lieutenant of this County, died 8th April, 1849.” 


‘To the memory of Christopher Dauntesey, Esq., of Agecroft, who de- 
parted this life April 28th, 1748, aged 44 years. And of Elizabeth his wife, 
who departed this life July 15th, 1791, in the 77th year. of her age.” 


‘To the memory of Thomas Butterworth Bayley, Esq., of Hope Hall, 
in this parish. An active, intelligent, and upright magistrate, candid in 
examination, clear in judgment, firm in decision, ever tempering justice | 
with mercy ; a liberal guardian and instructor of the poor; a zealous friend ; 
an interesting companion; a hospitable neighbour; a lover of his country 
and of mankind; and a dovout christian ;—this tablet is gratefully and 
affectionately inscribed, by his widow and children. He died June 24th, 
1802, aged 57 ycars.” 
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‘“‘Mary Bayley his widow, lies buried in the same vault beneath. She 
died at the Friary, Lichfield, Sep. 5th, 1818, aged 70 years.” 


‘“¢ The heart of her husband did safely trust in her. 
Her children rose up and called her blessed. 
In her tongue was the law of kindness, 
- And she stretched out her hand to the poor.”’ 


On the North wall of the Porch :— 

“To the memory of John Simpson, Esq., of Hart Hill, in this parish 
(whose remains aro deposited in a vault beneath the Communion table), 
- an active, upright magistrate, a sincere friend, a valuable member of 
society. He departed this life Dec. the 2ith, 18(2, aged 44 years. And 
of Elizabeth his wife, who departed this life Jan. 12th, 1812, in the 53rd 
year of her age.” 


Entering the Church, we notice a mural tablet on each side of the West 
door. That on the South side is inscribed :— 


“In memory of Wm. Whittaker, Esq., of Higher Bentcliffe in this 
parish, who departed this life onthe 23rd day of March, 1843, aged 67 years. 
He lived respected and died regretted. Also of John Gibson Whitaker, 
Esq., of Higher Bentcliffe, late of the 8th Hussars. Died 27th Jan., 1859, 
in his 87th year.” 

That on the North side :— 

‘“‘Sacred to the memory of Wm. Sergeant, of Cornbrook Bank, who 
died on the 27th Oct. 1834, aged 67 years. And of Elizabeth his wife, who 
died on the 12th April in the same year, aged 64 years. Their mortal 
remains, wtth those of their children, Ann, Ellen, Emma, Jane Amelia, 
and Edwin William, are deposited beneath the centre aisle of tihs church 3 
where also rests the body of their grandchild Wm. Howarth, son of the 
Rev. Oswald Sergeant, who died Nov. 24th, 1835, aged 6 years. This tablet 
was erected by their surviving children, Jan. 1885.” 


Near the South door is a mural tablet, inscribed :— 

“Sacred to the memory of Harriet Sergeant, daughter of the late 
Wm. Sergeant, Esq., and Elizabeth his wife, of Cornbrook Bank. She dicd 
at Seedley View, Pendleton, on the 19th day of Jan., 1848, aged 50 years. 
Her mortal remains are interred in the centre aisle of this church. This 
tablet was erected as a tribute of sincere and merited affection, by her 
sisters, 1849.” 


A mural tablet on the South wall :— | 

‘‘Sacred to the memory of Joseph Goodier, of Mode Wheel, Pendle- - 
bury, who departed this life on the 11th day of April, 1854, aged 51 years, 
and whose remains are interred on the South side of this church.” 
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A little more Eastward on th» same wall, is a mural tablet inscribed :— 


“Sacred to the memory of Sarah, the beloved wife of Geo. Lewis Ride- 
halgh, Esq., of Polefield House, Prestwich, and Winkfield House, Berks: 
who departed this life, Dec. 25th, 1844, in the 32nd year of her age. The 
youngest daughter of Dr. Taylor, of Oldfield Road. She left a husband and 
one son to lament her loss; was a kind mother and an affectionate wife ; 
her high flow of spirits and kind heart, endeared her to all her friends. We 
may truly say—‘In the midst of life we are in death.’ ” 


On the North wall, a mural tablet, inscribed —~ 


“Sacred to the memory of William Lancaster, Esq., of Pendleton, 
formerly of New House, Westmorland, who departed this life Feb. 9th, 
1843, aged 75 years. Also of Elizabeth his wife, who departed this life 
March 12th, 1852, aged 78 years. ‘ Not lost, but gone before.’ ” 


On the North wall, near the North postern door, a white marble 
monument inscribed :— 


“Sacred to the memory of the Rev. Wm. Marsden, B.D., of Brazennose 
College, Oxford, the faithful Vicar of this parish for 24 years. He died 
on the fifteenth of February, MD.CCC.LXLI., in the ninety-first year of his 
age, and was interred at Chelmorton, Derb yshire. Erected by the teachers 
and scholars of Eccles Church Sunday School.” On the pediment are the 


arms of Mr. Marsden, with the family motto, playing on the name, “ Mars 
denique Victore.’’ 7 


The following account of two monuments which (if still in the church) 
escaped the writer’s notice in March 1863, is taken from Baines’s Lancashire, 
(vol. III., p. 116) :— 


‘*In that part of the church belonging to Barton Hall, is an old painting 
in a plain frame, representing the arms of the Leighs, with 37 quarterings ;— 
crest, on a helmet, a lion rampant. Under all this omblazoning is the 
following inscription :—‘ Here lyeth the body of George Legh, of Barton, 
in the County Palatine of Lancaster, Esq., son and heir of George Legh 
[of] Barton, Esq., by Frances, his wife, daughter to Thos. Brooke, of 
Horton, Esq., younger son of Geo. Leigh, of High Leigh, in the County 
Palatine of Cheshire, Esq., and son and heir to his mother Anne, daughter 
and heir to his mother Anne, daughter and co-heir to John Booth of Barton, 
Esq. The said George married Hannah, a daughter and co-heir to Thos, 
Whitby, of the city of Chester, Esq., and relict of Edward Morquill, of 
Moston, gentleman, but died without issue the 21st day of Dec., A.D. 1674.” 


A mural tablet is also mentioned in memory of James Bradshaw, of 
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Crofts Bank, gentleman, who bequeathed July 26th, 1803, 7a. Ir. 15p. of 
land, at Holt in Davyhulme, to the parish fund for educating poor children, 
and for drink and dinners tothe curate and ministers; which bequest pro- 
duces £40 per annum. 

While preparing this series of notices for the press, my attention has 
been directed to some facts connected with Eccles Church, ina Work privately 
printed in 1852, entitled “Seventy Years of an Eventful Life,” by Charles 
Hulbert, and now a scarce book. Its author lived from his 13th year, in 
1790, for some time with an uncle and aunt, at the Westwoods farm, near the 
Bridgewater Canal, Worsley, and he writes with some prolixity as to what 
he saw and heard, while living in this parish. Instead of extracting thes9 
passages, I shall try to preserve their main facts in fewer words. 


The colliers of Walkden Moor, employed by Francis, the great Duke of 
Bridgewater (then living), on a marriage of one of themselves, walked in 
companies of several hundreds along the Canal side from Worsley to Monton 
Bridge (the nearest way to Eccles Church,) with fiddles playing, ribbons 
' flying, and other tokens of rejoicing. Funerals were not less numerously 
attended; without formal invitation friends came from miles round; and 
the numbers were regarded as a proof of the degree of respect in which the 
deceased was held. Intoxication too frequently prevailad both at mar- 
riages and funerals; and indeed was then considered no disgrace in the 
parish of Eccles. One too good natured and social Curate was occasionally 
seen intoxicated, and thatin low company. In this way he became a witness 
to a drunken fray in Martha Gregory’s, a public house in the village, at a 
very late hour one Saturday night. One of the combatants lost an eye, and 
brought an action against the offender at Lancaster Assizes in 1803, and the 
curate was subpoenaed as a witness. The Judge, after hearing his evidence, 
thus addressed him-—-—‘‘So you, the Rev. ——- ——were at a public house 
on a Saturday night, mixing with low company,—very unfit preparation for 
the duties of the approaching day! I will instantly write to your diocesan, 
and take care that you shall no longer officiate as a Clergyman of the 
Church of England.’”’ He received his dismissal accordingly; but being 
much liked by his parishioners of all grades and denominations, a petition in 
his favour was signed by almost every one in the parish, including many 
Wesleyan Methodists and dissenters; at which the Bishop was greatly 
astonished, and, being assured of his penitence, reinstated him in his office, 
after impressive admonition and counsel; and the restored curate became a 
reformed man till his death at the age of 59, in Dec. 1816. 


Mr. Hulbert remembered the venerable Mr. Crookhall, Vicar of Eccles, 
(who was sequestered for non-payment of a debt in 1798,) at atime when 
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he had nearly if not wholly lost his sight; but who, with the aid of some 
one to read the Psalms and Lessons, would go through the service with 
astonishing exactness, and address his congregation with much ability. He 
was a shrewd man and a keen wit. An anecdote is told of him going to 
the stall of ‘‘ Butcher Booth’’ in Eccles, and after buying meat, he laid his 
hand on some bones and said “TI will have these Mr. Booth; but I must 
owe you for them.’’ When Mr. Booth’s Christmas bill came in, Mr. 
Crookhall said to him ‘‘Why I see Mr. Booth, you have charged for the 
bones. You must recollect I was to owe for these; and if I pay you, I 
break the bargain.” That worthy Magistrate Thomas Butterworth Bayley, 
Esq., Chairman of the Salford Quarter Sessions, on the occasion of a Sunday 
School Sertnon and collection at Eccles Church, stood bare-headed at the 
Church door, box in hand, repeatedly soliciting members of the congregation 
as they passed out, to ‘‘ Remember the poor’’—‘‘ Do remember the poor!” 
On the 19th Aug., 1849, a sermon was preached by the Rev. Wm. Marsden, 
then Vicar of St. John’s, Chester, forthe Eccles Sunday Schools, including 
that then in existence at Dales Brow, at the top of Folley Lane, the scholars 
of which sang a hymn on the occasion, of which the following is one 


verse --— 
Oh ye, who know your Saviour’s love, 
And richly all his mercies prove ; 
Your friendly, timely aid afford, 
That we may early serve the Lord.” 


During Mr. Hulbert’s attendance at the Dales’ Brow Sunday School for a 
short time as a teacher, the school was a rude, dismal place, the upper room 
ofa smithy. The scholars were chiefly collected from the Folley Lane and 
Moor Lane. In 1849 he found it still maintained, and conducted under 
more favourable circumstances. In his own teachership, Mr. Abraham 
Williamson (since dead) was the principal conductor. Mr. Hulbert was 
a constant attendant at Eccles Church, but the successor of Mr. Crookhall, 
he says, was not evangelical. 

Eccles School, as it was called, adjoined the church yard; but was far 
from being popular or well conducted. It was at the Vicarage, then the 
residence of the Rev. Thos. Blackburne, that Mr. Huskisson died, after his 
sustaining fatal injuries on the opening of the Liverpool and Manchester 
Railway in 1830. This Vicarage, adds the writer, is a modest rural 
residence. 

The ancient and spacious parish Church of St. Mary, he says, was 
galleried all round, and on a subsequent visit in 1849, he says, he thinks 
some pews in the body of the Church had been added since his attendance 
there for worship. At the dissolution of the monasteries the great tithes 
were taken from it, and after passing through many lay impropriators, 


48 ECCLES CHURCH NOTES. 


were, when he wrote, nearly all sold to the owners of the various estates in 
the parish. After describing the Brereton monument, he states that a good 
many years ago, for some purpose, the tomb was removed, and the grave 
opened, when the faces of the dead were observed to have a perfectly 
natural appearance, the lady’s hair being of a fine flaxen colour; but the 
remains on being exposed to the air, crumbled into dust. The organ erected 
in the West gallery and opened April 1813, is said to be an excellent 
instrument, and he should suppose it a very heavy one, as its mere carriage 
from London cost the parishioners £34 19s. 4d. Since he formed one of 
the congregation, Mr. Hulbert thinks the Church very much improved, and 
every way worthy of its numerous and respectable congregation, even in 
1849; but he complains of a painting being placed over the Communion 
table, calculated to dissipate holy feeling and to excite abhorrence; the 
subject being ‘“‘ Balaam and his Ass.’”’ At the sametime a far more suitablo 
figure covered the North wall of the chancel, being “The agony of Christ 
in the Garden.” ; 


Formerly the Churchyard was more confined. He recollects its enlarge- 
ment; previous to which it abounded with headstones, some having 
ludicrous inscriptions. One over the remains of Jane, wife of John Holden, 
who lived near the Church, read thus :— 


‘¢ Here lics Jone’s wife Jane, 
As it is roy ae : 

And after will come Jone, 
As sure as this is a stone.”’ 


Another stated that Dennis, son of Dennis and Agnes Macbride, died 
‘June thirty-first,’ which was a source of merriment to schoolboys and 
others. The Sexton’s chiscl has effaced both inscriptions. On the enlarge- 
ment all the grave stones were laid flat, like those in Bowdon and other 
church yards. 


Mr. Hulbert last attended service at Eccles Church, on Sunday 4th Nov. 
1849, and was struck with the improved character of the service throughout, 
as in marked contrast to the time when Mr. Thos. Shaw, (son of Mr. 
Jonathan Shaw the yenerable parish clerk) on his father pronouncing the 
last Amen in the Evening Service, would hasten to the steps of the sun-dial, 
then fronting the church porch, and as the congregation departed from their 
devotions, announce in a loud voice— 


“To be sold by auction, on Wednesday next, by Richard Jackson, 
auctioneer, at the house,” &c. 


“ And also by the said Richard Jackson, at the Bull’s Head, Swinton,” 
&c. 
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‘¢ Lost, on Tuesday, the 7th inst., from a field belonging to Mr. Higgin- 
son, of Urmston, in the parish of Flixton, a black and white heifer,” &c. 


‘‘'T’o be sold to-morrow morning, at Martha Gregory’s, a large drove of 
Shropshire swine and storings.” 


‘‘ God save the King.” 
These announcements were often greeted with loud and rude laughter, 


For the inhabitants of Worsley there was then no nearer place of wor- 
ship than Ellenbrook Chapel, except a large room belonging to the mill at 
Worsley, occupied by the Wesleyan Methodists, who have now erected 
a handsome chapel. Mr, Hulbert says, ‘I could relate some humorous 
anecdotes of Mr. Foster, the curate of Ellenbrook; but from respect for 
the honour of the clergy, now so generally improved in zeal and in correct- 
ness of moral conduct, I forbear. I may just observe that, like his brother 
curate of Eccles, he could not resist the power of Sir John Barleycorn.” — 
He briefly notices St. Mark’s, Worsley, consecrated 9th July, 1846. 


We have been indebted to another influential quarter for a few mo1@ 
documents relating to Eccles Church and parish. Ono of the earliest is the 


TERRIER OF ECCLES GLEBE, &c., 16TH sEP., 1663. 


A true and perfect Terrier of the Glebe Lands, together with the houses, 
orchards, gardens, rents, and stipends, belonging to the Vicarage of Eccles, 
County of Lancaster, and Diocese of Chester, taken 16th Sep., 1663, by the 
Ministers, Churchwardens, and Sidesmen of the same parish, and Lands 
belonging to the Vicarage, viz :— 

Imprimis. The Vicar’s Acre, counting by estimation la. 2r. 20p. and 
adjoining on the North sido thereof to the highway leading from Barton to 
Eccles; on the East side to a private lane belonging to Edmund Goolden, of 


Eccles; on the South and West sides to the lands now in the occupation or 
tenure of Richard Hewet, of Eccles. 


Item. The two new ficlds lying on the South side the town of Eccles, 
abutting on the East side on Mr. Valentine’s land of Beancliffo called the 
Jeel Field; on the South on Richard Hewet’s land aforesaid; on the West 
upon land belonging to Edmund Goolden, now in the tenure and occupa- 
tion of Randolph Williamson; on the North on the town of Eccles; 
containing by estimation 2a. 8r. Op. 


Jtem. The Barn Field, the Kiln Croft, the Hemp Croft, lying alogether 
on the North and West sides of the Vicarage houses and barns, abutting 
on the South and South West sides on the Vicarage barn, stable and fold ; 


50 ECCLES CHURCH NOTES. 


on the East on the highway leading from Eccles to Manchester; on the 
North and West sides on the lands belonging to the Monks Hall, containing 
by estimation 3 acres. 

Item. The Jackson Croft, lying to the North East corner of Eccles Church 
Yard, abutting on the Church yard wall; and on the West and North sides 
on the highways leading from Eccles to Manchester, containing by estima- 
tion 0a. 3r. Op. 


Item, The Christ Croft and Marled Earths, lying on the North East side 
of the town of Eccles, and on the South East side of the highway leading 
from Monkton to Manchester, where the two highways meet, at a place 
called Gilnoe Brook [Gildabrook] and on the West side by a field belonging 
to Richard Hewit, of Eccles, containing by estimation 5a. 2r. Op. 


Jiem. One orchard, two gardens and folds, lying about the Vicarage 
house, containing by estimation about Ir. Total 13a. 3r. 20p. 

Item, The Vicarage House, counting divers cross buildings joined to- 
gether, in which are fifteen rooms, viz: The kitchen, the kitchen parlour, 
and. two little chambers over them, the body of the house, the great parlour, 
the buttery and milk-house, with two chambers over them, the parlour in- 
the side of the passage leading from the body of the house to the great 
parlour, the little parlour and larder, and two chambers over them, 

Item. The Vicarage barn, consisting of four bays of building. 

Item, The cow-house, stable and hay-house; consisting of three bays 
of building. 7 
Item. One little hen-house and swine-stye; one little bay ot building. 

Rents belonging to the Vicarage from houses which stand all or part on 
the Vicarage land; some of them have small back sides; some none. 


Per Annum, 

Widow Whittle for Chas. Whittle, House Dung, paying 34d. e i 
per load cerevececccccevecesesesesceressccsevessssses O 4 0 
Robert Hobson sscseeccsvcccssesesssssceceseesscssosess Q 3 8 
James Naor ~ isk cade wiwedsenaeees Gases nea cevesseesse. (O° 1 “8 
Elizabeth Lowe .csccccvcesscsee veceees eeeies sta saes. O 3°: 0 
Ann Wallwork .rcccccsecsscceces (isco ee serten festeweue- [O'S fa 
Richard Parron: sis 6405 s6's.6e-4 dss 40 eu can see< seeeaues sees. 0. 2: 0 
ViGU Ss Sd ON: §sisiess cade ceases eesvueaedeesssteseseea> 0° © 
Wm. Smith Ce rc ce rere esse cecsenen sees cessesesesseccce OF QB Q 
Lawrence Hampson ..secssscescsccsececscesesscscssesese O 8 4 
7 0 


Carried Forward.eseseccsseseeceeece £1. 
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Brought Forward .scocsesscccccssesee tl 7 0 

sar ar Bayley, his dung and making of the stile into the Kiln 
Croft... cccces covccree sevecesecesesessoces ‘issesseane: 0 0-0 
Richard Nicholas and his muck, at 2d. per load ......++.... 0 4 0 
Thos. Sharples and dung ...scssccssccesecssvessesesese O 2 O 
College, which is lost ..ccssccseceeecces veces pisssanssee. 0 3 4 
John Nicholas ..cccsescccccccccccccccscsscesesesecsess O 2B OD 
£118 4 


The Stipend allowed yearly out of the King’s Majesty’s Rents to the 
Vicarage of Eccles, and to be paid by Francis Anderton, ot Lostock, Esq., 
and his heirs &c.,in Co. Lanc: but payable at the half-year day, viz., at the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Archangel, 
by even portions £16 13s, 4d, per annum. (Signed), 


Rosert Hartrey, Vicar de Eccles, 


Thomas Tonge, aj Thos. Kckersall, 
Richard Lansdale, | 3 Thos. Gee, di 
Thos. Barlow, d Ellis Hey, 3 
John Taylor, 4 Wm. Morton, 3) 
John Strettel, =| Thos. Pollit, B 
Peter Holland, a 


Tre ParisH CLERK.—DUvTIES AND WAGES. 


The following minutes of vestry meetings relate to these subjects :— 


17th July, 1622.—It was consented, covenantedand agrced unto, by the 
Right Worshipful and Worshipful of the parish of Eccles, with the Vicar 
and Churchwardens for the time bcing, whose names are hereafter specified, 
on behalf of the whole parish, on the one party, and Thos. Smith, parish 
clerk, of the same parish, on the other party, as followcth :— 


Imprimis. That the said Thomas Smith, or whosoever shall be clerk 
for the time being, shall from time to time and at all times from henceforth, 
when need shall require, collect and gather throughout the whole parish all 
such sums of money as shall be requisite and expedient for the buying of 
bread and wine for the several communions whon and as often as they shall 
be warned and appointed. 


Item, That the Clerk, &c., shail do all such services as have been 
accustomed to be done by the parish clerk, or [as] shall be by law required. 


Item. It is consented &c. by the Right Worshipful &c., with the Vicar 
and Churchwardens, that the Clerk &c. in consideration of the aforesaid 
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services by him to be done, shall receive yearly at the Feast of the Purifi- 
cation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, [February 2,] all such several sums of 
money, ofthe inhabitants of the parish of Eccles, and their successors, and 
of such as hold any land or parcel of ground, as are contained and specified 
in the several schedules affixed to these presents, accordingly as they are 
therein subscribed under their names; and also that every cottage through- 
out the whole parish shall pay a penny a year to the Clerk, and if any of 
the inhabitants of the parish, or any other before specified, shall refuse 
or forbear to pay levies for bread and wine demanded by the Clerk for 14 
days next after that, then it shall be a sufficient discharge for the Clerk to 
give up their names to the Church-wardens. Als? if any of the inhabi- 
tants of the parish, or any other before specified, ghall refuse to pay the said 
parish Clerk his wages accordingly as thoy are severally subscribed under 
their names as aforesaid, being lawfully demanded by the Clerk, and do not 
pay the same within 14 days next after, that then the Churchwardens upon 
information given unto them by the said Clerk, shall require ane call for it 
by course of law upon the charges of the parish. 


Wigan Hall, 8th April, 1623. 
I do approve this act of these gentlemen and the rest that do confirm 
and ratify the same. 
(Signed), 
Jo: CESTRIENS: 
(Dr. John Bridgeman, Bishop of Chester. ] 


John Jones, Vic: Cecyll Trafford, Thos. Chernock, John Caulvely, Wm. 
Dauntesey, Geo. Leigh, Wm. Rothwell, Ellis Hey, J. Legh, Jos. Ratclyffe, 
Roger Downes, Wm. Hulmo, Edmund Latham, Henry Sandford, Thos. 
Holland, John Vallentine, Humphry Booth, Geo. Holland, Saml. Bradshaw. 

Ralph Boardman, 

Wm. Cook, 

Thos. Irlam, 

Robt. Chadwick, Church wardens, 


Edwd. Partington, 
Geo. Hardman, 


Arreans oF CLERK’s Duzs IN 1726. 


From an account of these arrears, which consists chiefly of small sums 
owing to the Parish Clerk, from various parishioners in the different town- 
ships and divisions of the parish, we select a few (omitting the sums due) 
because of the names of persons or places: 
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In WoRSLEY. 


Thos. Edge’s, of Dry Wood. 
4 Lane Ends, 7 years. 

- Cheetham’s, Long House o’th’ Roe Green. 
Wn. Darbishire, Daub Hole, 10 years. 
Widow Collier’s, 14 year. 

Mr. Roscow house. 

Benjamin Allen. 

Thomas Johnson. 

Thos. Cheetham, 4 years. 

Mr, Edge’s, house, Moor End. 


Bootus Town. 
Furthermost house. 
Collar-maker. 
Thurstan Kekersley. 
| In Banton. 
Jas: Barlow, o’th’ Pits. 
Beuinp Barton Water. 
Ifumphry Trafford, Hsq., 2 years. 
——for park ground, 3 years. 


In SwINTon. 
Brick Houso in the ficld. 
Furthermost houso in the slack. 
CLIFTON. 
Clifton Hall. 


Mr. Dumfescy [Dauntesey] for Edgecroft. 
John Sharples, in the higher end of the Wood. 


Eccues Cuurcu Ley, 1744. 


The following are a few of the more intcresting entrie:— 


Worsley, Nov. 30, 1744.—A true copy ofthe Church Ley for and within 
the parish of Eccles, containing the names of the inhabitants within the 
said parish, with the particular sums each person is to pay, according as 
they are rated, taxeti, and assessed, by and with tho general assent and 
consent of the inhabitants of the aforesaid parish. | 
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Worsrey Lower Division. 


The Hon. Wm. Egerton, knt., Worsley Hall, 12s.; Richard Savage, 
Lord Colchester, Wardley Hall, 6s. 5d. ; John Cook, Moss Lane, 6d. ; Oliver 
Darbyshire, de Brooke, 10d.; Oliver Darbyshire, de Lane, 4d,; Robt. 
Landsdall, 4d.; [of Drywood Farm the Landsdales had life leases, renewed, 
for 300 or 400 years. The last life expired about 1820.] John Peake house 
de Rowe Green, 1ld.; John Partington, Booths Bank, 6d. Total of Lower 
Division £1 153. 11d. 


Swinton AND LittitzeE HovcGuton, 


Richard Widdall, 10d. ; Thos. Holker, 10d. ; Roger Taylor, [afterwards W. 
Collier, White Horse] 44d.; Mr. Edmund Valentine, for Whittakers 
[afterwards E. Cheetham and George Leigh] 8d.; Richard Lightbourn 
[Lightbourn Green] 9d.; Robert Boardman [Stubs] 2d.; total, 9s. 10d. 


WorsLeyY HicHer Drvision. 


Percie Starkie, Esq., Kempnough Hall, 11d.; Thos. Roscow, [Sisley 
Green] 4d.; John Worsley for Mr. Holland [Roe Green] 1d. ; Thos. Whittle 
[Whittle Brook] 1d.; total, 11s. 8d. 


Bootus Town. 


Francis Sherrington, Esq., Booths Hall, 6s. 8d.; Henry Hope, 8d.; John 
Hope, 5d.; Jeffry Partington, for Mr. Piggot, 1s.; total, 13s. 8d. 


BaRrTon, 


The Hon. Richard Lord Colchester, part of Barton demesne, 2s. 64d. ; 
Edmund Trafford, Esq., part do. Foxhill, 1s. 6d.; Mrs. Hannah Legh, 
Barton Old Hall, part of demesne 2s. 6d.; Thos. Sorocold, gent., New Hall 
in Barton, part of do. 3s. 6d.; Hcnry Knight, Boysnoype, 8d.; Mar- 
garet Andrew for Bagueley house 4d.; Thos. Sorocold, gentleman, for Bar- 
ton house 8d. ; Edmund Trafford, Roche-hall house 1s. 1d.; the Hon. Richard 
Lord Colchester, for kite-pooles, 1s. 4d.; total, £1 12s. Od. 


ECcues. 


Mrs. Margaret Valentine, 4s. 4d.; Thos. Willis, gentleman, Munk 
Hall, 2s. 8d.; total, 13s. 6d. 
MonrTon. 


Thos. Tonge, 5d.; Richard Pollet, 5d.; Thos. Lever, 10d.; Lawrence 
Holker, 10d. ; Roger Fields, 10d.; Roger Rawson, 10d.; Thos. Hutton, 6d. ; 
Thos. Williamson, 1d.; Jas. Fields, 5d.; Mary Hulton, widow, ld.; John 
Aldred, Jd.; Geo, Aldred, 1d.; total, 4s. 8d. [All the Duke’s property.] 
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CADESHWALHEAD AND CADISHAW. 
Richard Calveley, Esq., [Woolden], 1s. 4d, ; total, 6s, 8d. 
IRLAM. 


Thos, Latham, Esq., Is. 8d.; Geo. Irlam, 9d.; Geo. Millet, Boathouse, 
1d.; total, Ils. 2d. 


Barton BEHIND [or South of] tHE River ewe. 


Edmund Trafford, Esq., 5s.; Edmund Barlow, Intack House, 6d.; Jas. 
Chadwick de Croft, 11d.; Mr. Thos. Tonge, for Hole House, 4d.; Edmund 
Barlow de Lostock, 1s.; total 18s. 6d. 


Deavize Hume. 


Wm. Hulme, Esq., 2s.; Wm. Hesketh, Hey head, 6d.; John Heworth 
for Holt house 9d. ; John Barlow de Cowdall Bank, 4d. ; total, 11s. 9d. 


PENDLETON, 


Thos Bradshaw de Hope, gentleman, 2s. 2d.; Mrs. Ann Valentine, 
Waste, 48.; old levy, 2s. 10d., [afterwards Chorlton, then Bradshaw, now 
Tootal]. Robt. Holden, Travis house 1s.; Ackerfields 10d.; [Heywood, 
part of Hope; the mines behind the hall belong to the Duke.] Jas. Ratcliffe, 
for Seedley, 4d.; Roger Leigh, for Moss Jd.; Thos. Goolden, for New Hall, 
2s. 9d.; Robert Bradshaw, for Mr. Dauntesey land [Agecroft Tall,] 
5d. ; Alex. Lightbourn, for Chorlton’s 2d., for himself, 1d.; Chas. Stopporton, 
chapel land, 5d.; Richard Holland, for Clough, 1d.; Wm. Hunter, for Hal- 
steeds, 4d.; Alex. Lightbourn for Travis, Wolney, 2d.; total, £1 19s. 2d. 

# 


PENDLEBURY. 


John Dauntesey, Esq., 7s.; Mr. Edward Cheetham, for Sholsworth’s 
3s. 8d.; total 14s. 5d. 
CLIFTON. 


Clifton Hall, [Gaskell owner] 2s. 6d.; John Crompton, 1s.; Robt. 
Hogge, 10d; Mr. H. Trafford, for Broadhurst, 1s.; total, 12s. 33d. 


Hamuzts, &c.—Worsley Lower Division, £1 15s. 11d.; Swinton with 
Little Houghton, 9s. 10d.; Worsley Higher Division, 11s. 8d. ; Booths Town, 
18s, 8d.; Barton, £1 12s8.; Eccles, 13s. 6d.; Monton, 4s. 8d.; Cadishead, 
1s. 8d.; Irlam, 11s, 2d.; Barton behind the water, 18s. 6d.: Deavie Hulme, 
6ls. 9d.; Pendleton, £1 19s. 2d.; Pendlebury, 14s. 5d.; Clifton, 12s. 34d. 


Townsuirs.— Worsley, £3 lls. 1d.; Barton, £4 18s. 3d. ; Pendleton, 
£1 19s. 2d.; Pendlebury, 14s. 5d.; Clifton, 12s, 33d. Total of Parish, 
£11 15s, 24d, 
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Note.—All persons who havo a vote in the Vestry, have an equal right, 
and neither the Ministers nor Churchwardens, without a special custom, 
can adjourn the Vestry; but this can only be done by a majority of the 


whole assemby.—Str, 1047. 


The Churchwardens alono may make the rate; because they, and not 
the parishioners, are to be cited and punished in defect of repairs.— Gib, 220. 


Tue Gurss, &c. 


1818.—Rental of the Glebe lands and buildings belonging to the 
Parish Church of Eccles. 
Estimate of Eccles Church Benefice. 
£8. d. 
‘ Rental of the Glebe Houses and Land let to tenants .......... 254 11 0 
Pew Rents from the North and South Galleries, payabloat Easter 24 0 0 
A. Pew in the body of the Church, Ict to Thos. Turner........ 212 6 
In lieu of Tithes, from Mr. Chas Cooxe, attorney, Salford...... 1618 4 
Burials, Christonings, and Funerals, on an average at 30s. per 
WEEK... cecceccce oeoeeovenee oe eoeoec errr veseeeneereeoseonenne 78 0 0 
Burial Ground, say £4 per quartcr....cescesseccrccssecsseese 16 0 O 
Morning Funerals, at a guinea each.........se000.++-suppose 30 0 0 
Hatbands and Gloves ....scccssevssecssccecees .o.eeSuppose 20 0 0 
Dues from St. Thomas’s Pendleton (quere) Vicarage House and 
land in hand oe@e e000 ee FO aoe eeoeCou CGO eee eoeeeeeeen 90 0 0 
£531 16 10 
Deduct Curate’s Salary COKE PCO eCE OH Oe SEHK HOES FOES 
And Refflirs of Premises ....-+ccsccsseccssessvcees 
A. RP, 
[In an account of each tenancy, it appears that the total quantity 
of land in statuto measure 19a. 3r. 8p., Cheshire measure... 9 1 17 
Estimating Vicarage House & Buildings as worth £40 yearly, 
and the Glebe in hand 12, 3. 24. Or seeecscseseeesseceee 6 O 154 
Tf letat £180 per Cheshire acre, at £45 14s. 6d., this added ta 
£254 11s, makes £340 5s. 6d.] 
In 1819. 
Rental, &e. ee eevee e eC OFHes SS Fvaeeenseseseeseeveeesenn 0000 £257 16 0 
Turner’s Pew @eeceeeroeeereoe SO Gevoeteenesevseeeoese nese sesete 2 12 6 
Gallery Rents ............ cecvccsceecvsces creeveceesee. 24 0 0 
Chas. Cooke’s King’s Rent .......eeeeees coonsenccceeee 1613 4 
Dues, about @eeeeoe eeceooseesse ose tBeoeeoeeve ee ee eeeenvseseeereenene 90 0 0 
New Burial Ground eeecesnecece eerecoe ee ee Coeseterte 7 0 0 
Land and House in Vicar’s hands. ..sesesssecsecsseevees 100 0 0 
£498 1 10 
er annum. 


p 
Hat Bands and Gloves in one year may be worth at least £10 per annum. 
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Say In 1861. 

Rent, Glebe cessscccsccecsvccccesveccssees£700 0 0 
Dues CoS eeaeereeeeeeeaen eovoseeonseeeeeveee Gens 100 0 0 
COOKG se craii cob oa huce Fa SG 16 18 4 
Vicarage Ceeeeoseesnsee ee ar eeoveveeeoaeeoa tee 100 0 0 
Consols eoeeeeeeeevneseseeeeesesneeereseeeeeeee 60 0 0 
Pew Rents CROC OH ee SHH HHOHGEHBREOHC eH HHH HO HBOS 24 0 0 

£1000 13 4 


CHURCHWARDENS FOR Eccies Parisy. 


There were formerly six churchwardens, viz: two for Worsley town- 
ship, nominated by the Bridgewater family; but since the erection of 
Worsley into a separate and independent parish, these have been discon- 
tinued. There remain four churchwardens, viz, two for the township of 
Barton, nominated by the Trafford family; one for Pendleton, nominated 
by the Vicar of Eccles, and one, in alternate years, for Clifton and Pendle- 
bury. 

Exection oF A Parisu Cuierk, 1649. 

Memorandum.—28th March, 1649, there was a mecting at Eccles 
church, according to the ancient custom of tho parish, after 14 days’ 
warning, where and when John Smith was chosen parish clerk in the place 
and stcad of his father Thomas Smith, now deccased. And the said John 
Smith did then also undertake to officiate in the place, according to the 
tenor of the covenants and agreements above-written. 


The Right Hon. John, Earl of Bridgewater, by his servant. 


William Peake, John Valentine, | Law. Holker, 
George Leigh, Samuel Bradshaw, Richard Edge, 
Thomas Sorocold, Philip Osborne, John Rogers, 
John Jones, Vicar, Thomas Seddon, | John Clevley. 


Titnes or Ecctzs anp Dean, 1723. 


By Indenture of Lease and Release in September, 1720, Sir Lawrence 
Anderton, of Lostock, baronet, for certain considerations specified, granted, 
and sold to Ralph Lawton, of St. Andrew’s, Holborn, London gentleman, 
and Hugh Mills of Newton, Middlesex, gentleman, the manor and hall of 
Lostock, &c., and the manors or reputed manors of Anderton, Horwich, 
Rumworth, Horochford [Horwich-ford], Lydiate, Melling, Cunscough, 
and Egergarth [Edgeworth], in Lancashire, and all the messuages, farms, 
tithes, lands, &c., of him, Sir Lawrence, in Heaton, Horwich, Rumworth, 
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Bury, Manchester, Tyldesley, Eccles, Dean, Lydiate, Melling, Cunscough 
and Egergarth [Edgeworth] in that county. ~ And all other manors, lands, 
tithes, &c., which by the death of Sir Charles Anderton and Dame Margaret 
his wife, father and mother of Sir Lawrence, came to him by descent, 
settlement, or otherwise. This conveyance was made upon the special trusts 
that Lawton and Mills should, out of the ronts and issues, raise and pay to 
David Pugh, of London, merchant, the borrowed sum of £16,000 with 
interest, and that they should after such payment stand seised of the premises 
to such uses as Sir Lawrence by deed or will should appoint. Then, by an 
indenture of four parts, of May, 1723, Lawson, Mills, and Pugh, with Sir 
Lawrence (to whom £4000 was to be paid by the purchaser) conveyed in 
absolute sale to Francis Colston, of St. Andrew’s parish, Holborn, London, 
Esq., ‘‘all those the Rectories impropriate of Eccles and Dean, with their 
rights, members, &c., and all messuages, tithes, lands and tenements, &c., to 
the said rectories belonging. And all manner of tithes of corn, hay, and 
grain, and all other tithes, great and small, predial, personal, and mixed, 
and all other tithes and titheable matiers, modus, &c. And all other things, 
spiritual and temporal, to which Sir Lawrence is entitled, within the 
parishes, precincts, or territories, of Eccles and Dean, &c., and the reversions, 
remainders, &c. To have and to hold the said Rectories, Tithes, &c., unto 
Francis Colston, &c., for ever.”” [There are the usual covenants, and the 
Indentures are signed and sealed by the four parties named. A receipt for 
the money is appended, and also a statement that Sir Lawrence Anderton 
came before the Court of King’s Bench and acknowledged the Indenture 
in form, &c. It was duly stamped, and the copy hero used was certified to 
be a true copy and examined with the Roll in the Enrolment Office. ] 
YEARLY Expenses, Eccrrs Cuurca, 1774. 

The annual expenses, about the year 1774, with respect to the offices 
about Eccles church, are stated in a contemporaneous MS. to be as follows :— 
Bread and wine for the year, £7 13s. 4d.; Churchwardens’ allowance and 
court fees, $2 19s. 6d.; Ringers and taking care of the clock, £10 11s. ; 
Cleaning church and surplice, £2; Bellropes, £1 4s.; Allowance to singers, 
£2 2s.; Total, £26 9s. 10d. 

MinistTer’s, CLERK’s, AND Sexton’s Duzs at Eccrzs Cuurcn, 1791. 

Minister's Dvuzes.—For registering a child when christened, 4d. ; for 
every woman churched, 4d. Marriages :—Publishing by banns, 1s.; Mar- 
riage by banns, 1s. 4d.; by license, 6s, 2d.: Withdrawing a publication, 1s. ; 
Certificate, when the banns are published and the marriage in a different 
parish, 3s.; for examining the register for one name, 4d. Burials: For every 
parishioner, 5d; if not a parishioner, 10d. 
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CLERK AND SEexton’s Duzs, — Marriages: By banns, to the clerk 8d ; 
by license, 1s. To the clerk when the banns are published and married in 
a different parish, 8d. Burials: For every burial, to the clerk or sexton 
for the passing bell, 4d; for every hour the bell is tolled, 1s.; for making 
a common grave, to the sexton 4d.; for such as are above common depths, 
from 4d. to 2s. 6d., as may be reasonable. For removing ‘a flag and 
replacing, 1s.; for every time the hearse is employed to pay the clerk or 
sexton for cleaning 1s. 


[This table of dues was signed by the churchwardens of 1791 :—John 
Gilbert, Richard Lansdale, James Chadwick, John Hankinson, Wm. 
Gregory and Thomas Cooke. ] 


1816.—To the clerk for every christening, which has been heretofore 
nothing, 4d.—Ditte, attendance and registering a funeral, in addition to the 
4d. allowed for ringing the passing bell 3d. 


Tue West GaLuery, Eccires Cuurcu. 


Whereas, at the request of the churchwardens and parishioners of the 
parish of Eccles, a license hath been obtained out of the Consistory Court of 
the Right Rev. the Bishop of Chester, for erecting a gallery with seats at 
the West end within the said parish church for the greater convenience of 
the said parishioners, and for the benefit of the parishioners of the parish 
and better maintenance of the schoolmaster at Eccles aforesaid. It is agreed 
by the churchwardens and parishioners, in a parish meeting had after 14 
days’ warning, on Monday, 12th August, 1717, that for the better erecting 
of the gallery and securing the interest of $26 given by several well-disposed 
persons for the poor of the said parish, and of £5 given to the poor of Bar- 
ton within the parish, and of £26 given for the engagement of a school- 
master at Eccles, the said several sums amounting in the whole to £62, 
shall be expended in erecting the said gallery, and that one or more tax 
or taxes shall be assessed and levied upon the public by the churchwardens 
for the better erecting and finishing the gallery, if the £62 be too little for 
that purpose. It is also agreed by the parishioners and churchwardens in 
their said meeting, that when the gallery shall be erected and finished, the 
seats therein shall be let out by the churchwardens aud their successors with 
the consent of the parishioners in their parish meeting had as aforesaid, 
and such of the parishioners as will give the most rent for the same, and that 
out of the profits thence arising 5s. shall be yearly deducted by the church- 
wardens to remain as a stock in their hands for repairing the said gallery 
when necessity shall require, and that £1 11s. 6d., part of the said profits, 
shall be yearly disposed of by the churchwardens for the relief of the poor 
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of the parish, and 6s. for the relief of the poor of Barton, and 3s. 8d. for tho 
rclief of the poor of Eccles, and 2s. for the relief of the poor of the Lower 
End of Worsley. And the remaining part of such profit, if any, shall be 
yearly paid by the Vicar and Churchwardens to such Schoolmasters which 
from time to time shall teach scholars in the school house erected in the 
yard belonging to the parish church, being first chosen by tho Vicar, 
churchwardens, ‘and parishioners. Provided that if the 5s. to be yearly 
deducted of the stock thercby raised, should at any time be too little for 
repairing the gallery, in such case so much of the profits appointed to be 
paid the Schoolmaster shall be applied towards the repairs as shall be 
necessary for that purpose. Lastly it is agreed by the churchwardens and 
parishioners, that the churchwardens and their successors shall every year 
give a just account of the said profits, and how they have expended the 
samo, to the parishioners in the parish mecting as aforesaid. 
(Signed), Tuomas Hatz, Vicar. 

John Darbyshiro, Peter (P. H.) Heywood, William Winson, Thomas (T.) 
Seddon, Edward Massey pro Com. Bridgewater, Hon. Mr. Trafford, George 
Cheetham, Daniel Gaskell, James Parr, Thomas Fildes, Thomas Silgey (/) 
Barlow. 


Appended is a plan of the pews in the West gallery and by whom 
occupied. Tho Organ filled the back centre. On the South side were 
six pews, paying from 11s. 11d. to 3s. 10d. according to the sittings; on 
the North side seven pews, paying from 18s. to 7s. There was a block of six 
pews in front of the organ, tho first and second nearest the organ being 
appropriated to the choir and priced 93s, 9d. each; and two next 10s. 10d. 
each; and the two front 13s. each. About 20 years ago the pew rents in 
this gallery wero increased a little, for the benefit of the Schoolmaster of the 
Eccles School. 


TUE NORTH AND SOUTH GALLERIES, 1769, 1771. 


3ist May, 1769. It was this day agreed upon at a public vestry mecting 
in the parish church of Eccles, amongst the freeholders and parishioners 
of the said parish, that the Vicar and Churchwardens shall apply to the 
Consistory Court of Chester for a Faculty to enable them to erect two 
galleries in the said parish church, agreeable to the plan produced by Mr. 
Timothy Ingle. The front seat No. lin the North gallery to be assigned 
over to the Vicar and his successors for ever, without any consideration or 
annual rent for the same. The rest of the seats in the said galleries to be 
sold and disposed of to such of the inhabitants as shall think proper to pur- 
chase them, agreeable to the following articles :—Every person to pay such 
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sum as is mentioned in the estimate it will cost in building, respect being 
had to size and situation. And an annual rent to be paid for such pews, as 
shall amount to £20 per annum, but not to exceed £25 per annum. Tho 
rents arising from them to be applied for the better maintenance of the 
Curate, the said Curate first having a salary from the Vicar of £50 per 
annum. ‘Then the Churchwardens and proprietors of the seats shall have 
power to dispose of tho said gallery money, as they or a majority shall 


think proper. 
(Signed,) Thos. B. Bayley, 
Thos. Chorlton, 
Jno. Seddon, 
Jno. Cooke. 


FACULTY FOR ERECTING THE NORTH AND SOUTH GALLERIES, 


Edmund, &c., Bishop of Chester, to all christian people &c. greeting. 
Whereas in a certain cause or business, of granting leave and authority to 
erect a gallery on the South side of the parish church of Eccles, County 
of Lancaster, and diocese of Chester, to contain in length from East to West 
62 feet, and in breadth or depth from the South wall northward, 17 feet or 
thereabouts. And also to erect another gallery on the North side thereof, 
to contain in length from East to West 62 feet, and in breadth or depth 
from the North wall southward, 10 fect 6 in., or thereabouts, and to project 
to the pillar at the East end thereof next the said North wall, and to the 
old gallery at the West end thereof, with seats or pews therein, and to use 
the stairs leading to the said old gallery as a way or passago into the said 
intended gallery, and to make a new staircase to lead ‘into the North 
gallery, with such windows as may be necessary to enlighten the same, and 
to allot, appropriate, and dispose of the seat marked No. 1 to the Vicar of 
the parish for the time being, and his successors as Vicars thereof, free of 
any consideration for the same, (pursuant to the plan annexed), and to sell or 
_ dispose of all other the seats or pews in the said galleries to and amongs 

such of the parishioners and inhabitants of the parish as stand in need thereof, 
and will bear a rateable and proportionable share of the whole expense to 
be expended in this behalf, and subject themselves to the payment of such 
annual rents or sums of money as a majority of Vestry shall think proper to 
charge the said seats, and endowing of them, with; not being less than £29 
nor more than £25 a year in the whole, to be yearly and every year collected 
by the Vicar and Churchwardens for the time being, and by them disposed 
of for the snpport of the Vicar of the said parish, whilst personally resident 
therein, and discharging the duty himself; otherwise for tho better aug 
mentation of the curate’s salary or stipend, which shall not be less during 
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the non-residence of ‘such Vicar than £50 a year, exclusive of the money 
arising from the said seats; otherwise for the benefit and advantage of the 
School at Eccles; reserving power for the Ordinary to approve or disapprove 
thereof from time to timo as occasion shall require; and with the inhabi- 
tants of the parish in Vestry appointed to audit yearly and settle the acconnts 
of the rents from time to time received by the Vicar and Churchwardens (as 
might be granied to the Rev. John Crookhall, Vicar of the parish and 
parish church, John Gilbert, gentleman; Thomas Cooke, Samuel Faulkner, 
Wm. Jones, and Thomas Cooke, five of the present churchwardens for the 
time being,) with power also to dispossess such of the proprietors of the seats 
or pews in the said gallery who shall neglect or refuse to pay such annual 
rents or sums aforesaid; —WE, rightfully, lawfully, and judicially proceed- 
ing, did emit a general citation or edict, and cause the same to be placed in 
time of divine morning service in the parish church of Eccles against all 
manner of persons having or pretending to have any right or title or interest 
in the parish church of Eccles, and the North and South sides of the West 
end thereof, to appear before us, our Vicar General, his lawful Surrogate 
or other competent judge in that behalf, upon Thursday, the 27th July last 
past, and show a reasonable and lawful cause if they could, why leave and 
authority for the purposes aforesaid should not be granted ;—Intimating to 
them’so cited that if they did not appear at the time and place aforesaid, or, 
appearing, did not show such cause to the contrary, Wz, our Vicar General, 
or other competent judge, would proceed to grant such leave and authority, 
their absence or contumacy in any wise notwithstanding. And whereas 
upon return of the said general Citation or Edict and Pracognization 
of all persons, thrice judicially made, no person appearing to show cause to 
the contrary, the Rev. Abel Ward, Clerk, Master of Arts, the lawful Surro- 
gate of our Vicar General and official principal aforesaid, further rightfully 
&c. proceeding at the petition of the proctor of the said promoters, did de- 
cree leave and authority to be granted for the purposes before and hereafter 
more particularly mentioned by the Act of Court in that behalf, made on 
Thursday, 17th day of December last. Therefore We, the said Edmund, 
Lord Bishop of Chester, have given and granted &c. unto the said John | 
Crookhall, John Gilbert, and to the succeeding Vicars and Churchwardens 
of the said parish for the time being, leave and authority to erect and build 
two galleries in the places and of the dimensions aforesaid, with seats or 


pews therein, and to use stairs leading to the said old gallery as a Way or 
passage into the intended South gallery, and to make a new staircase to 
lead into the north gallery, and to make such windows as may be necessary 
to enlighten the same, and do allot, &c. and dispose of the seat marked No. 
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1, to the vicar, &c.“tor the time being, &c. (pursuant to the plan hereunto 
annexed), and_to sell and dispose ofall other the seats or pews in the intended 
galleries to and amongst such of the parishoners and inhabitants of the said 
parish as stand in need thereof, and will bear [&c. as before] then for the 
benefit and advantage of the School at Eccles, or such other pious and 
charitable work and uses within the parish as we, or our successors, Bishops 
of Chester, or our Vicar: general for the time being, shall from time to time 
think proper to appoint; reserving always to ours [&c. as before]. And we 
further decree and give authority to the inhabitants of the parish in vestry 
appointed (after legal notice given for the purpose) to audit yearly and 
settle the accounts of the rents received from time to time by the Vicar 
and Churchwardens, subject to our ordination and control, and our ordinary 
right and j udgment, in the said gallery and the pews and seats therein 
when erected and built, being likewise now and at all times hereinafter 
saved and reserved. Given at Chester, under the seal of the office of our 
Vicar-General and Official Principal aforesaid, which we use in behalf, 22nd 
Jan., 1770, and in the 18th of our consecration. 


(Signed) Huau Srzezp, 
Deputy Registrar. 
This agrees with the decree of Court. 
Examined, extracted by John Dennis, Proctor. 


A general account of the number of pews, sittings, annual rent and 
subscription, relative to the two new erected galleries in Eccles Church, in 
1771. 


Sour GALLERY.—26 pews, classed as fronts (3s. 6d. per sitting), 
seconds (2s.), thirds (1s. 3d.), and fourths (1s.), making a yearly total 
rental of £15 7s. 6d. But each pew had to pay its quota of the expenses 
of building the gallery; for instance one front pew of ten sittings, taken 
by T. B. Bayley, Esq. ‘of Hope, paid £15, and others in proportion, as to 
size and situation. The total contribution of the 26 pews to the erection of 
this gallery was £174 16s. 


NortH GaLttery.—There were 13 pews in this gallery, of which one of 
ten front seats, was given. to the Vicarage forever. Theother 12 pews were 
to pay an annual rent of £24 11s., and contributed to the erection of the 
gallery £119, Thus the sums given by pew-owners towards the cost of 
erecting the two galleries amounted to £293 1és. 


The present article includes a few scattered notices respecting the several 
Sunday and Day Schools supported by voluntary contributions, church and 


t 
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chapel collections, and in some cases by small endowments, within the 
parish of Eccles. "We have not the requisite materials for anything like a 
clear and connected history. We class the schools together, though they 
were not all connected with the Church of Eccles, or indeed with the Estab- 
lished Church; but they all received a share of the collections yearly made 
in Eccles parish church, and, till within the last fow years, of those made at 
Monton Chapel. 


Eccrzs Parisu Scuoot, 1812. 


The following is a copy of an announcement of this date:— 

“The Election of a Master for the School of Eccles will take place on 
Monday, 20th April, inst., at three o’clock in the afternoon, at tho Vestry 
Room of the Church.” 


“It will be required that the Master shall be competent to teach 
classics as well as English, Reading, Writing, and Accounts, and that every 
person applying for the situation shall personally attend at the place of 
election ; and in the meantime testimonials as to competence and character 
are to be left with Mr. Thomas Barlow, at the Tan Pits, near Eccles, 
from whom all further particulars may be learnt.” | 

* Eccles, April 4th, 1812.” 


Eccries Parisu Sunpay Scioor, 1816. 


The following is a copy of a printed circular on this subject :— 

‘Ata vestry mecting held this 17th Nov., 1816, pursuant to public 
notice given in the parish church, on the 10th Nov. inst.» 

It was Resolved and agreed,— 


That it is highly necessary and desirable that a Parish Sunday School 
should be established in the Village of Eccles (on a gencral and more 
extended scale than has hitherto been) for the education of Boys and 
Girls, on such terms and subject to sugh Regulations as shall hereafter be 
adopted bya Committee, to be appointed for the management of the atove 
establishment. 


That such committco shall consist of the following gentlemen, and such 
others as may at any public meeting be duly appointed (with powor for 
any five of them to act) that is to say,— 


R. H. Bradshaw, Esq. Henry Barton, Esq, 
Thos. Jos. Trafford, Esq. Jno. Greaves, Esq. 
Henry Norris, Esq. Thos. Greaves, Esq. 
Edward Hobson, Esq. Jas. Touchett, Esq. 
Jno. Simpson, Esq. Arthur Clegg, Esq. 
Jno, Barton, Esq. Wn. Crayen, Esq. 
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Rev. Jno. Clowes, Vicar. Mr, Wm. Tetlow, jun. 


Rev. John Clowes, of Broughton. Mr. Matthias Kirk. 
Rev. J. Buck, [Agecroft] Mr. Robert Kirk. 
Rev. R. Guest. Mr. Thos. Barlow. 
Mr. Jno. Cooke. Mr. Jno. Hardman. 
Mr. Thos. Cooke. Mr. Samuel Faulkner, 
Mr. David Bentley. Mr. Jno. Carrington. 
My. Jas. Birch: Mr. Richard Russell. 
Mr. Edward Foulkes. Mr. Jno. Goodier. 
Mr. Adam Faulkner. Mr. Jno. Falkner. 
Mr. Elias Chadwick. Mr. Jno. Hankinson. 
Mr. Robt. Andrew. Mr. Thos. Chorlton. 
Mr. Jas, Bryce. Mr. Jas. Paulden. 

Mr. Peter Whittaker. Mr. Jno. Rogers. 

Mr. Jas. Milner. Mr. Wm. Rogers. 

Mr. Hyde. Mr. Enoch Fletcher. 
Mr. Theophilus Barlow. Mr, Nicholas Hartley. 
Mr. Wm. Tetlow. Mr. Wm. Hodson. 
Mr. Jno. Tetlow. Mr. John Parr. 


The Churchwardens for the time being of the Parish. 


[The following names aro added in writing :] 


Mr. Fletcher, Mr. R. Walwork. 

Mr. Southern. Mr. Speakman. 

Mr. Mc. Michael. The Churchwardens of Barton. 
Mr. Brettargh, Trafford House. Mr. Rogerson, Dumplington. 


Appended to the names and resolutions was tho following circular :— 

‘“Sir,—I take the liberty of transmitting an Extract of the resolutions 
of the last meeting, and of requesting your attendance in the Vestry of 
Eccles Church, on Wednesday next, at two o’clock in theafternoon, in order 
to promote and forward the object of this establishment.—I havo the honour 
to be, your obedient servant, (Signed), 

. John Clowes.” 
Eccles, Nov. 21st, 1816.” 


There would secm to havo bcen some difficulty in getting a sufficient 
numbcr of the parishioners to attend the mecting; for the following entrics 
are endorsed on the back of the printed circular. 


“27th Nov., 1816.—Resolyed, that this mecting shall stand adjourned 
till Sunday next but onc, immediately after divine service, of which notice 
shall be given in the Church on both Sundays. 

| (Signed), 
Thos. Hampson in the chair, Richard Wallwork, James Birch, 
David Bentley, Richard Russell, John Parr, Edward Foulkes. 


“Notice is hereby given, that the meeting of Wednesday, the 27th 
Nov., inst., for the establishment of a Sunday School, was adjourned till 
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imme diately after divine service in the morning of next Sunday, when the 
attendance of the inhabitants of leypayers is particularly requested at the 
Vestry.” 


Row Gaze Scuoor anp Coriizr’s CHARITY, IN THE TOWNSHIP 
OF WoRSLEY. 


From the 16th Report of the Charity Commissioners, dated 24th June, 1826, 


By indenture bearing date day of 1716, (as appears from a 
copy thereof produced to us by Mr. Robert Lansdale, of Worsley, the 
original deed not being to be found), between Richard Collier, son and heir 
of Thomas Collier, of the first part, Robert Bullough and John Williamson, 
executors of the said Thomas Collier on the 2nd part, and Thomas Barlow, 
Giles Collier, Peter Collier, and Peter Valentine, on the third part, — 
Reciting that Robert Leigh, of West Houghton, by indenture of 4th 
September, 1705, in consideration of £100 granted to the said Thomas 
Collier, of Pinfold, Worsley, and heirs, a yearly rent charge of £5, 
issuing out of his message and tenement, with the appurtenances, 
at West Houghton, County of Lancaster, then the inheritance and in 
the possession of the said Robert Leigh, containing by estimation 8 acres; 
and reciting that the said Thos, Collier, by his will of 25th Dec., 
1710, gave and appointed the said yearly rent charge of £5, to be paid to 
a schoolmaster to teach 20 children of the poor of the township of Worsley, 
the said schoolmaster giving £50 bond to his executors or trustees, for 
preference of such churchwardens as shall be annexed to his will, or as 
he by writing should appoint in his lifetime; reciting that no bond had 
been annexed to the said will, nor any bond given for preference of such 
churchwardens, as Thos. Collier might by writing have appointed ; the said 
Richard Collier, Robert Bullough, and Jno. Williamson, granted and assigned 
to the said Thos. Barlow and the other parties of the third part, and their 
heirs, the said rent charge of £5, with the power for enforcing the payment 
thereof, with the use of all the parties to the indenture, and their heirs, 
upon trust to dispose of the same for the use of the schoolmaster, as his 
wages or salary for the teaching of such 20 children of poor inhabitants of 
the township of Worsley, as should from time to time inhabit therein, 
perfectly to read English, as the said said trustees and their heirs in their 
discretion should think fit; with a power, when five of the trustees should 
be deceased, for the survivors to appoint five other. 

The last appointment of trustees of this rent-charge was made by 


indenture of Ist Jan., 1825, whereby Jas. Edge, Thos. Edge, Wm. Edge, 
Robert Edge, Robert Lansdale, and Richard Leigh, as the surviving trustees, 
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appointed Robert Haldane Bradshaw, Jas. Bradshaw, Jas. Sothern, John 
Walton, John Pickup, Samuel Dorning, Wm. Atkin, Thos. Farnworth 
Bilas Leigh, and Richard Lansdale, (all of whom are now living) to be 
trustees, and assigned the said rent charge of £5 to them, to the use of all 
the parties thereto, upon the trust declared by the said deed of 1716. 


By indentures of lease and release of 21st and 22nd March, 1727, the 
most noble Scroop, Duke of Bridgewater, Lord of the Manor of Worsley, 
granted to Pierce Starkie and ten others, and their heirs, a plot of waste land, 
being part, and lying near the westerly end, of a common in Worsley, 
called RoeGreen, containing in length 8 roods, and in breadth at the South 
Easterly end 4 roods, and at the North Westerly end 3 roods, (8 yards to the 
rood) bounded as therein mentioned—upon trust, that the same might be 
enclosed from the commron, and a school-house erected by voluntary con- 
tribution thereon, for the use of such schoolmaster as should be elected by 
the trustees therein named, and who should instruct such children as should 
be sent there in reading of English, writing, the Church Catechism, and 
such other learning, and for such wages, as should be directed by the 
trustees, with a power of appointing new trustees when the number should 
be reduced to three. | 

This trust does not appear to have been renewed. 

There is a school and schoolmaster’s house at Row Green, probably built 
at the time of the above-mentioned grant of the Duke of Bridgwater, with 
a garden. The buildings are repaired at the expense of the township. The 
present schoolmaster succeeced his brother in the school, but does not ap- 
pear to have had any regular appointment. 

The rent charge of £5, given by the will of Thos. Collier, is paid by 
Wm. Hulton, Esq., in respect of a farm at West Houghton belonging 
~ to him, called the Ashes, now in the occupation of the Widow Green. 
It is received by Mr. Robert Lansdale, one of the trustees, and paid over 
to the Master of Row Green School, who in respect thereof teaches twelve 
poor children of Worsley ; (that being considered as large a number as the 
master can be required to teach for £5); usually appointed by Mr. 
Robert Lansdale, to read and to say the Church Catechism. 

The master also teaches other children, for whose education, he is paid 
by their parents. 

Endorsement.—The Deeds relating to Roe Green School were delivered 
to Lady Ellesmere, and afterwards deposited in the Bridgewater Offices in 
Manchester. (Vide Receipt) by me Robert Lansdale, 1848. 

The above was done in accordance with the wishes of the Trustees of 
the School. 
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NOMINATIONS OF SCHOOLMASTER TO ECCLES SCHOOL, 1781. 


Chester, Ist Aug., 1781. 
Sir, 

Mr. Crookhall applicd to me on the subject you wrote to me about, and 
by the post before yours was reccived, I had wrote to him the most satis- 
factory account I could givo of the nomination to Eccles School, which I 
cannot doubt but he willimmcdiately communicate. 


It consisted of a copy of a Nomination of Richard Speakman in 1706, by 
the Vicar and Inhabitants jointly, on which he was then licensed; and 
also of Mr. Scholes in 1766, by Vicar Poole only, without any apparent 
interference of the parishioners, and of an entry of the license granted to 
him by Bishop Keene thereupon; and these aro all the papers I can find 
relative to the subject. 


In 1684 Thomas Smith was liconsed by the Archbishop of York, in his 
Visitation; and previous to that I find Miles Atkinson licensed in 1761 by 
the Bishop of Chester; but as it does not appear at whose nomination 
either of these licenses were granted, I took no noticeof them in my 
communication to Mr. Crookhall. 

This is all the information in the power of, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 


Hugh Speed, 
Thomas Butterworth Bayley, Esq,, 


Hope, near Manchester. 


[Docketted— Mr. Speed, letter from Chester concerning nomination of 
Schoolmaster of Eccles School.’’] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR [?] ECCLES SCHOOL, 


A quarto book contains the subscriptions, for several years, of various 
gentlemen, resident in and near Eccles, and others at a distance, towards 
some object not specified, but itis believed to bo towards the old Eccles 
School. The 4 first pages of the book are wanting, and page 5, the accounts 
of 1786, are brought forward, the subscriptions being chiefly of 5s. Amongst 
the contributors arc James Birch, shopkeeper, and James Birch, doctor; 
Messrs. Burket, Smith, Cape and Mills, drysalters, London, by the hands of 
Mr. Roger Worthington; John Harrison of Derby, &c. Smaller sums of 
1s. each follow ; and amongst the names of the contributors is Thos. Brad- 
burn, Gilda Brook Bridge. In the amount roceived was “4s. 6d. in base 
copper, and some [counterfeit] silver.’ In the Account for 1787 is an 
item “Received our part of the charitable subscription in the church, 


ECCLES CHURCH NOTES. 69 


£3 Os. 5d.” In 1788, the subscription is headed by the Rev. Mr. Crook- 
hall, £1 1s., and T. B. Bayley, Esq., $1 1s., and amongst the receipts 
was 5s. “from a person being drunk in the church, by order of T. B. 
Bayley, Esq.” In 1792, the Rev. Mr. Dauntesey paid £1 1s. for himself 
and 10s, 6d. for his sister. In 1795 the Rev. Mr. Clowes gave £1 ls. 
There are no accounts of disbursements; those of receipts cloze with the 
last-named year, and the greater part.of the book is blank. 


SCHOOLS AND SUNDAY SCHOLARS, 1838—1844. 


The number of Sunday Scholars belonging to the parish of Eccles, 
taught at the following places, viz: 


Eccles, 
a adits Lane, . a 

- Pendlebury upported by an 
Clifton, ‘ Annual Collection 
Dales Brow, Worsley, made at 


Roe Green, Worsley, Eccles Church. 
Edge’s Fold, Worsley, 
Monton.—They have an annual collection at this Chapel, which is 
divided amongst this school and the seven schools above. 
Swinton is supported by an annual collection there. 


ELLENBROOK (Worsley) is supported by an annual collection there. 360 
in number. 
SCHOOL COLLECTIONS. 
Before 1838 the parish collection for the Sunday School was divided 
equally, share and share alike. 


The other Schools 
_  Kecles had. had each. 
Un 1888 insccecdeacess BIS 90> cosnisusecekeres 27 18° 4 
1889 55s 6 Wl aw Ay «cae 14 0 0 seccovencvsccess 610 6 
1810 wes Vaeweeewase: 20! 0: 20 “eeiaescnsuieieue LO: O10 
164) vaivecensrinwe, cerned 0 —tueiseeranaece 67 76 
64.19 0 -sseatsesessaaese BO IT 2 


1842 COREE RED OO 13 2 2 Oeoeveeeeeoonnesere 8 2 2 
1843 eoeeevosoosoce 13 17 9 Ce PSone exv,eveevoeor 8 17 § 
1844 eseeoeecee oe Boor 16 13 11 eoeeeeveeoeen et oone J1 13 11 


=e SS ES 


108 12 10 eeeeevneee@seecoanaende@ 59 11 0 


Eccles School has had more than each of the or 49 110 
Schoolsin the last 7 years .occcocsocvccssvee covvvever 


eee 


£108 12 10 


ee 
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At Roe Green there is an Upper Room, same dimensions as Lower 
Room (25 by 14ft. 6in.) which has been used as a Sunday School since 1785. 
The Day School was established in 1727, TheSunday School dropped from 
100 Scholars in June 1834, in consequence ofa Wesleyan building a School 
near thereto, adjoining his house, and employing the youngsters in a 


power-loom mill, built by him. | 
SCHOOLS In 1844, No. of Scholars. 
Schol. 
Week. Sun. on Sun. 
Dales Brow .occcccccccccsceseccsese 60 62 122 
Edge’s Fold @eeeeereeseeseeeeesee ee eeense 29 30 59 
R00 Greth4 oi.s0scaddwascaveeeseesee 15 26 41 


104 118 222 
The Dales Brow Teacher says, “There has been no scribbling by any boy 


for 6 months last past. It never was pretended to be taught.” 
‘Worsley, Aug. 17th, 1844.” 
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Eccrizrs Counce ORGAN AND ORGANIST. 


From a parcel of letters, statements, accounts receipts, &c., extending 
from Nov. 1810 to 1818, we extract the following curious particulars :—The 
first letters are addressed by Mr. Jas. Davis, Organ builder, of Francis 
Street, Bedford Square, London, to Mr. Bradbury, Organist [of Eccles 
Church] Lever’s Row, now Piccadilly] Manchester. Theo first ef these is 
dated ‘‘ Church Town [? near Southport] Nov. 6th, 1810,” and the writer is 
“very much obliged to the gentlemen of the committee for giving me\the 
preference to build the Organ for Eccles Church. If they will pay the 
carriage I will build the Instrument for £500, aud I can’t build for less, 
if it be a good [one] according to the estimate. Have the goodness to let 
me know when it is settled by return of post.”” The next letter, of Nov. 
24, is from London; and states the dimensions, range, &c., of the organ. 
‘Height, 21 feet, width in front 13 feet, depth 6 feet. The front to be 
mahogany, with three towers, 5 pipes in each, double b.t. to stand in the 
centre, the ends to be painted mahogany, two rows of ivory keys. Compass 
of the great organ from double G long octaves up to F in alt., with bellows 
to contain upwards of 30 cubic feet of wind. No. 1, double stopped diapason, 
to draw in halves. No. 2, open diapason, to speak in front, larga scale ; 3, 
open diapason, metal; 4, stopped diapason, donble G, 6 by 7 inch metal, 
treble; 5, principal, same scale as open diapason; 6, flute, metal from C 
below middle C. 7, Twelfth. 8, Fifteenth. 9, Sesquialto,4 ranks. 10, 
Cornet, 4 ranks. 11, Mixture. 12 Trumpet bass. 13, Trumpet, treble. 
14, Clarion bass. Swell, from EF below middle C to be upholstered inside. 
No. 1, open diapason; 2, Dulciano; 3, Stopped Diapason; 4, Principal; 
5, Cornet, three ranks; 6, Hautbois, fine tone. A shifting movement to 
take off all the stops, with double slides except Nos. 1, 3, 4, and 6. 17, 
pedals to the great organ, to be played with the feet. The above organ to 
be made of good materials, and to be put up in the church complete, 
exclusive of carriage, and the packing cases to be returned free of any 
expense. fPrice Five Hundred Pounds. To be finished in ten months. 
A customary deposit of £100 to be deducted from the above sum, when 
the organ is put up.” In the first letter the superscription was to Mr. 
Bradbury, as “Organist,” but this and later letters are addressed to him 
as “Organ Builder.” In the next letter of Feb. 18, 1812, Mr. Davis sends 
a ground-plan of the organ, and writes, “ Respecting the bellows I can blow 
them at either bass or treble end of the organ, which will be most conve- 
nient. I have made a sliding door at each end of the organ towards the 
front. Have the goodness to say which you fix upon.’ On the 7th Nov., 
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1812, he writes to ‘‘ Mr. Thos. Barlow, Eccles, near Warrington.” ‘Tho 
organ for Eccles Church is ready to be packed next week, and will be sent 
off by the canal the week following.’”” Then Mr. Robert Bradbury writes 
to “Mr. Barlow, Farmer, Eccles,’’—“It having been intimated to me that 
it was your wish that 1 should make a charge for my time and other expen- 
ses attending the building and completion of the Organ at Eccles,—the 
time I have dedicated to the purpose has been considerable, in order to 
procure the best instrument in my power, which I have no hesitation in 
saying must (agreeable to my own judgment) meet the most sanguine expec- 
tations of the subscribers. Under these circumstances I made it my study, 
and of course it took up time that would have been of value to me in my 
own business. You will remember I told you and Mr. Birch in what state 
I found the organ when I went to London, and you may be assured that if 
I had not stopped Mr. Davis at the time, you would have had single 
instead of double slides, which would have made a difference in the value 
of the instrument of at least £50. In short, I have exerted my abilities to 
the utmost of my power, and feel myself proud in being able to say I have 
laid down a specification for one of the first instruments in the kingdom. 
Should any of the gentlemen think I have charged too much for my time 
and expenses, they will beso good to consider what services I have rendered, 
and let the reward be what they merit.” The bill accompanies the letter 
and charges “The committee appointed to erect an organ in the parish 
church of Eccles,” with a journey to Nantwich to inspect an organ built 
by Mr. Gray, in order to form a judgment of his work, £3 3s,; to Preston, 
to inspect an organ built by Davis, £3 3s.; to London to inspect the organ 
that was building, £10 10s.; to making specifications, drawing plans, and 
attending at Eccles (by appointment) and at other times; also for super- 
intending the building and completion of the organ, &c., say £10 10s.; to 
postage of letters and estimates from Davis and other builders £1 48.; total 
£28 10s.; and the bill is receipted in full.—There are two receipts from Jas: 
Davies, ons of Mar. 19th, 1813, for £409 17s.; being the last payment for the 
orgac; and another of the same date of £10 a further allowance than the 
contract, on account of the clarion bass. The carriage was heavy, there 
being 24 cases weighing 116cwt. 2qrs. 7lbs., at 6s the cwt., or £34 19s. 5d. 
The empty cases, weighing 23cwt, were returned at 4s, per cwt, or £4 12s. 
It was resolved to have a public performance of sacred music, for the 
opening of the organ, which took place on Wednesday, April 2]st, 1813, 
and books of words, price 6d. each, were sold. A number of vocal and in- 
strumental performers were engaged ; 18 of the former receiving £13 5s. 6d, 
and 10 of the latter £12 8s. Of the vocalists Miss Stott was prima donna, 
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and received £1 11s, 6d.; Mrs. Clough, Mrs. Taylor and Miss Henthorn £1 
each, and Miss Dumville 10s.,6d. Mr. Brooks was primo tenore and 
had £1 1s.; Mr. Isherwood £1, Mr. Etock £1, Messrs. Cordwell, A 
Cordwell, Hollinrake, Ridings, Pendlebury, Hampson and Lees, 10s. 6d. 
each; Fitton 12s.. Barlow and Newton 7s. each. Of the instrumentalists 
Messrs. W. Sudlow (organist), and Hughes (hautbois), £2 2s. each; E. Sudlow, 
£11 1s. 6d.; Hill and Bradbury, £1 5s. each; T. Hughes and Ridings, 
£1 1s. each; Smith and Cornwall, 15s. each; drums, 10s. 6d. The tickets 
(1200 in all) were chancel 5s., North and South gallerles 4s., body of 
the church, 2s. each. The performance commenced at eleven, with “an 
overture to the occasional oratoria.’”’ The earlicr selections were from 
the Creation, including the Hailstone Chorus and the recitative and air 
(Mr. Isherwood) ‘Blessed be the Lord,” and “The Sword that’s drawn.” 
The first part closed with an Organ Concerto, and the Hallelulah Chorus. 
The second included an accompanied recitative ‘Jehovah, crown’d” (Mr. 
Barlow), “‘ Angels ever bright and fair’? (Miss Clough), “‘ Praise the Lord” 
(Miss Stott), Recit. and Air “These as they change,” and “In Winter 
awful thou”? (Isherwood). In the evening, at eight o’clock, there was an 
Assembly (under respectable patronage) at Mr. Wm. Phillips’s, the Grapes 
Inn; the proceeds to be applied in aid of the Organ Fund. Gentlemen’, 
tickets, 7s.; Ladies’, 5s. Only 100 tickets were printed. Mr. Phillips 
was paid for eating and liquor for vocal and instrumental performers 
£3 4s, 8d., and liquor for ringers 10s. 6d. 


In May, 1813, candidates were invited by advertisement in the Man- 
chester Mercury to offer for the situation of Organist, and on the 2nd June 
Mr. Wm. Phillips has a charge for eating and liquor at the election of 
organist £3 13s. 2d. The organist elected was Mr. Wm. Wilkinson, and he 
received a salary of £25 a year. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


As a conclusion to the historical notices of Eccles Church and Parish, 
we append a chronological table of occurrences, &c., omitting the succession 
of Vicars, as already printed :— 


Year. 
1111.—To this year tradition assigns the erection of Eccles Church. 
1192.—Edith de Barton, lady of the manor, granted to Geoffrey de Byron, 
clerk, and Robert de Greslet, lord of the manor of Mamecestre, one 
half of the church of Eccles, with some lands. 
1235.—John de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, bought the Advowson of Gilbert 
de Barton and gave it, with its chapels, to the Abbey of Stanlaw. The 
church was formally appropriated to that Abbey, by Alexander, Bishop 
of Coventry and Lichfield, 29th December, 1235. 
1277.— Ordination of the Vicarage of Eccles, by Roger Meuland, Bishop 
of Lichfield and Coventry, 18th April, 1277. 
1281.—By deed of 1st May, Richard, son of Richard the Rymer, surrendcrs 
to Stanlaw Abbey 10 acres of the glebe of Eccles. 
1291.—Under the valuation of Pope Nicholas IY. in this year, the church 
of Eccles was valued at £20 per annum. 
1233.—By deed of 18th November, Henry de Workedlegh, or Worslcy, 
grants to the high altar of Eccles church, one pound of wax yearly 
on St. Martin's Day, November 11th. 
1368.—The chapel or chantry of St. Katherine, on the south side of the 
church, previously founded by Thomas del Bothe of Barton, who left by 
will in this year a bequest of £6 13s. 4d. yearly to its two chaplains. 
1450.—A second chantry in the chapel of St. Katherine founded by William 
Bothe, Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, with two chaplains, endowed 
| with £16 yearly. 

1460.—A third chantry, styled “The College of Jesus and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary,” founded by the same William Bothe, D. D., then 
Archbishop of York, with two chaplains, endowed with £9 6s. 8d. yearly. 

1475-1498.—Within these years a fourth chantry, of ‘Tho Holy Trinity,” 
was founded by Sir Geoffrey Massey Knight, then lord of the manors 
of Worsley in Eccles and of Tatton, Cheshire. [This isnow the Brere- 
ton or Bridgewater Chapel]. 
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1478.—The yearly receipts for the church of Eccles and the parish of Dean, 
are stated by the Treasurers of Whalley Abbey, at £63 17s. 44d. The 
tithes of Mawnton (Monton) in that year were £11 13s, 8d. ; those of 
Swinton £4 7s. . 

1521.—Annual receipts of Whalley Abbey for the church of Eccles and the 
chapel of Dean, £119 10s. 43d. The tithes of Mawnton £16 18s.; those 
of Swinton £4 7s. 

1539,—At the dissolution of the Monasteries the Advowson of Eccles became 
vested in the Crown, where it still remains. 

1548.—T wo chantries in Eccles church were suppressed,—the Holy Trinity 
and Jesus College; now known as the Bridgewater and Trafford 
chapels. 

15538.—The two chantries restored under Queen Mary. 

1558.—The chantries finally suppressed under Edward VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth. 

1563.—Eccles Parish Registers commence. 

1574.—John Radcliffe, of Ordsall, Esq., gave the Western window. 

1595.—August 27th. A Vestry ordered three church leys throughout the 
parish for repairing the church, and for making now pews and forms. 
They also assigned the seats to the principal parishioners, &c. 
December J1th. — Further orders as to the seats. 

1598.—July 6th.—Orders as to the seats for the parishioners generally. 
July 10th—These were confirmed and ratified by an order of the Bishop 
of Chester (Dr. Richard Vaughan). 

1598.—December 17th, Richard Brereton, Esq., of Worsley died; his 
tomb is in the Bridgewater chapel. 

1600.—The tomb was erected by Dorothy, widow of Richard Brereton, 
Esq., of Worsley. 

1610.—The Rectory and Tithes, conveyed by the Crown to Morris and 
Phillips. 

1639.—April 4th, Dorothy, the widow of Richard Brereton Esq., died. 

165 4,—During the Commonwealth four magistrates published the banns of 
marriage, and the marriages were made before one or more of these 
justices instead of a clergyman. . 

1657.—Dame Dorothy Leigh left one-fourth of the interest of £500 to the 
poor of Middle Hulton and Worsley. [In 1826 the Worsley Overseers 
received from this source £11 3s. 4d.] 

1662.—August. The Rev. Edmund Jones, then Vicar, declining to make 
the declaration required by the Act of Uniformity, was ejected. 

1674.—December 31st, George Legh, Esq., of Barton, died. 
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[The following are chiefly from the Churchwardens’ Accounts. ] 


1688.—April 16.—Paid William Scott, of Wigan, for 12 candlesticks £6. 

1693.—November 20.—The great bell ordered to be rung at 8 p.m., from 
Sep. 29th to March 25th. 

1694.—April 9.—To tho Clerk, for ringing the curfew on the 4th bell, 20s. 

1697.—April 5.—The Vestry in the chapel belonging to the Duke of Bridge- 
water’s family, Worsley, said to bo only on sufferance, and to be 
removed at pleasure. 

1706.—The Church of Eccles valued at nearly £80 per annum. 

1709.—Nov. 21.—Six Bells ordered for the Steeple, instead of the old peal 
of four only.—Peter Aldred, of Monton, left £3 yearly to the poor. 

1710.—Dec. 25.—Thomas Collier, by will, left a yearly rent-charge of £5 to 
teach 20 poor children of Worsley. 

1711,—Samuel Charlton, of Monton, left £3 yearly to the poor. 

1713.—The Church beautified, and the Royal Arms [of Queen Anne] 
painted for the niche set behind the porch door. [Another account 
says the Arms were placed at the choir entrance. ] 

1715,—April 8.—The Vestry removed [from the Bridgewater Chapel to the 
West end of the Church. ] 

1716,—-Trust deed for Collier’s Charity, at Roe Green school. 

1717,—Aug. 12.—The West Gallery ordercd to be erected. The Church 
was thoroughly repaired this year. Various small benefactions from 
the year 1689 to 1711, amounting in all to £62, were expended in 
the erection of this gallery; the pew rents of which being received and 
applied in relief of the poor, produced yearly £15 2s. 6d. 

3720.—Sir Lawrence Anderton, Bart., of Lostock, sold his tithes in Eccles, 
Dean, &c. 

1723.—Sale to Francis Colston, Esq., of London, of all the Rectories impro- 
priate of Eccles and Dean, with their rights, &c., and all manner of 
tithes, &c. thereto belonging. 

1724,—April 25.—A new [silver] flagon bought for the Communion. It 
cost £21 12s. 8d. 

1725.—March 25.—Another flagon bought. It cost £24 11s, 

1726.—The Christening Pew ordered to be erected. 

1727.—Openshaw’s Charity to Pendleton of £105 stock. It is equally 
divided £4 4s, yearly between two Schools in Pendleton where poor 
children are taught to read the Bible.—Scroop, Duke of Bridgewater, 
granted land at Roe Green for a school. 

1730,—A, new Hearse built. Supposed to cost £12 16s. 3d. 
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1732.—-The Bishop of Chester held a confirmation at Eccles Church, 
whereby the ringers had all of them 8s. by the Churchwardens. 

1732.—Richard Crompton, Warden for Pendlebury and Clifton, paid 3s, for 
three fox heads. 

1737.—A new Bell bought, which cost the parish £24.—N.B. eight leys 
that year. 

1742,—April 19.—Paid for the heythorn tree [hawthorn,] and setting [in 
the Church-yard] is. 5d. 

1745,—A Table for the Church use. 

1748,—April 11.—Resolved by a parish meeting, that when the hearse is 
employed out of the parish in carrying a corpse, there shall be paid to 
the Sexton 1s, a mile for every mile it shall go from the parish church ; 
the money to be paid on the receipt of the hearse. This order is signed 
by Benjamin Nicholls, Vicar, and by 10 churchwardens and parishioners. 

1748.—Ainsworth’s Dictionary bought for the use of Eccles School. 

1754,—A new buffet for the font: charges 5s. At the same time a charge 
of five guineas upon the parish for writing a copy of the old order of 
the Church seats. 

1759.—Paid for the Singers’ Music Books, £2. 

1760.—Paid for Singers sitting in the [West] Gallery, £2. 

1761.—Paid to the Singers, £2.—The Rev. Benjamin Nicholls, vicar, cut 
down the trees in the church-yard, and a case for counsel was sent to 
George Kenyon, Esq., barrister, whose opinion was given 27th July. 

1764.—Sep. 8.—The Burial Order of Dr. Keene, Bishop of Chester, already 
printed. Expenses attending the getting of this order, £1 13s. 2d. 

1767.—New Stone Steps to the Clap Gates, £1 8s. 9d. 

1769.—May 31.—A Vestry authorised an application to the Consistory 
Court of Chester for a faculty for the erection of two galleries in the 
Parish Church. 

1770.—A new Curtain for the window facing the pulpit in Eccles Church, 
cost £4 14s. dd, ; 

1770.—The Faculty obtained for the North and South galleries; the expenses 
of getting which were £6 16s. 0d.—The North and South Galleries 
ordered to be erected. 

1771.—A. Vestry to be made where the Hearse house was. 

1776.—The Dues of the Church settled. 

1777.—The lay impropriators to pay for Wine for the Sacrament at cer- 
tain times. In this yearan Inventory was taken of the articles belong - 
ing to the Church. 

1785.—James Birch made an Oak Box to keep the Registers in. 
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1787,—Paid the Sexton fourpence for warning people against “ Lifting”’ 
at Easter.—James Barlow made a large cover [a sort of hood or canopy] 
for the Clergyman, when he attends the funerals. 
1789,—Paid for 45lb. Candles, at 7d. per 1b., to illuminate the Church on 
the happy recovery of King Geo. IIT. [from his mental disorder. ] 
1790.—The Church Porch was rebuilt, 
1791.—James Barlow made the Vestry table. In this year St. Peter’s Episco- 
pal Chapel, Swinton, was erected.—Minister’s, Clerk’s, and Sexton’s 
Dues fixed, 
_.- 1794.—The Vestry under the Steeple ordered to be made. 
_ 1796.—March 28.—The clerk to have three guineas per annum for cleaning 
the church once every week, viz: the floors, seats, forms, &c. 
1800,—Bradshaw’s Charity,—a rent-charge for books and teaching of chil- 
dren at Davyhulme School; and bread to the poor of Barton and 
Eccles, yearly £24 5s. In money and linen to poor, sick, and lying-in- 
women of Croft’s Bank, Barton, and Eccles, £11 2s. 4d, Expenses 
£8 16s. 24d. Total yearly, £43 3s. 64d. | 
1802.—April 19.—The Schoolmaster at the parish school shall charge the 
following sums per quarter for teaching, viz; reading, 3s.; reading and 
writing, 6s.; reading, writing and accounts, 7s. 6d. 
_. 18C8,—The new East Gallery ordered to be erected. A new Gown provided 
for the Clerk. 
1804,—The fee for the Hearse going out of the parish was fixed at 7s., to be 
paid to the Churchwardens, 
_7 1806.—The Church-yard levelled and the headstones laid flat down, No. of 
| flags 496, of headstones 820. 


1809.—Iron gates were ordered (and made) for the Church Porch. A new 
Pon Gown was provided for the Clerk, who seems to have worn the former 
one six years. 
1811.—Easter.—A new gold-laced hat was provided for the apparitor. It 
cost £3. 10s. | 
1812.—By vote the parish gave the surplus money that had arisen from 
time to time, from the West, the South, and the North galleries 
(amounting to £89. 4s. 22d.) towards building the new Organ in Eccles 
Church. The surplus from the West gallery was £47. 15s. 103d., and 
from the North and South galleries, £41. 8s, 4id.—In this year the 
new parish School was built at a cost of £148, 


1812,—The Infants’ School built in the Church-yard. A new Organ was 
ordered, for the Church, 
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SALARIES ABOUT 1812, 


£ os. d. 
The Ringers, yearly .reccccssvccsesevevssese 8 O @ 
The Apparitor ..ccceccccccccvsvcceesvesesess 212 O 
For Copying the Register .......ssc02 soesosee 6 0 0 
Ringing the eight o’clock bell ........see0e0e.. 1 O O 
Winding up the Church clock 2... ee.seseeseee 2 2 O 
Sweeping the Church ...+..sscsceecsceseesses., 3 O OD 
Cleaning Communion Plate, linen, and he} 111 6 

CALPCE cocerecccvccennccecscsserveesecess 


Total Yearly ......e0000-824 5 6 


1813,—April 21.—(Wednesday), The new Organ, built by Davis of London, 
(contract price £500,) was opened with a performance of sacred music 
in the Church;-9 instrumental and 18 vocal performers. Best Seats 
5s.; North and South Galleries 4s.; Body of the Church 2s.; Books 
of the Words 6d. cach. A Grand Assembly was held the same evening 
at Mr. Wm. Phillips’s, the Grapes Inn. Gentlemen’s tickets, 7s., 
ladies’ 58,; the proceeds to go to an Organ Fund, Mr. Wilkinson 
appointed Organist. 


1813.—A hearse house ordered to be built [in the churehyard]. 

1815,—Order made for additionil dues to the Clerk. 

1816.—The new Church Gates placed. They cost £49. 

1817.—Dec., Mr. Wilkinson, organist, resigned. 

1818.—412 yards of black cloth, at 7s., Lought for the pulpit, &c., when 
Princess Charlotte died. Paid 3 men two days for covering, £1 4s 
Fringe and trimming, 18s. 1d. 

1819,—Paid for mourning [cloth, &c.] for Queen Charlotte, £30 14s, 3d.— 


An iron safe was bought which cost £30. 14s. 3d.—This year was erected 


the new Entrance Gate on the North side of the Church. 

1821.—A new Uloth for the Communion Table, cost £18. 16s, 5d. Another 
iron safe, cost £38, 18s. 4d. 

1822,—The Clerk got a new Gown. 

1825.—It was ordered that eight bells be placed in the steeple [in the place 


of the peal of six, hung in 1709, before which year there were only 
four bells. ] 


1827.—The black cloth for hanging the pulpit, &c. in mourning for the 
Duke of York, cost £11. 7s, 3d. 


(Here the Extracts from the Churchwardens’ Accounts are discontinued. | 
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From tHE CoHURCHWARDENS’ ORDER Boox. 


~ 1832,—Aug. 13.—Ordered that two gates of wrought iron be immediately 


s 


erected at the entrance of the church-yard, South side.—T. J. Trafford, 
Esq., and the Rev. J. Clowes, were requested to repair immediately the 
North roof of the chancel, then much decayed. September 3.—Mr. 
William Whittaker offered 1372 square yards of land, from the field ad- 
joining the churchyard, at 3d. per square yard and 20 years’ purchase,— 
for the purpose of enlarging the burial ground. Mr. Bradburn offered 
a plot of the Glebe Land called Vicarage Meadow, on behalf of the Rev. 
Thomas Blackburne, vicar, containing 2100 square yards, at 2d. per 
square yard and twenty years’ purchase. The Churchwardens recom- 
mended the parishoners to purchase the glebe land; and the Bis hop 
approved such purchase.—The fee for interment of any out-parishoner 
was increased to 7s. 6d. from 6th September, 1832.—A vestry meeting 
of 21st Sepember, 1832, ordered straw-matting to be furnished for the 
free seats; oak boarding to be placed as a screen near the principal door 
of the church, and required the constable :to attend in the churchyard 
during divine service, to prevent idlers loitering there, and to preserve 
the order. 


1833.—At a meeting of churchwardons on the 14th March, it was resolved 


that the estimate of Mr. Bradburn for the new Burial Ground wall, be 
accepted, as follows: 282 square yards, 7ft. Gin. of brick walling, 5 feet 
high, at 4s. 6d. per yard, £63. 12s. 176 yards of coping stone at 3s. 1d. 
per yard, £25. 4s. 1ld. 13 yards rough flag for the foundation of the 
end wall, at 2s., £1. 6s.—A gato for the new burial ground was also 
ordered to be provided immediately.—A committee was appointed to 
regulate the Parish Church School and to report to the parishioners on 
its present state, at Kaster.—At a vestry on 8th April, this committee 
was re-appointed.—At a meeting of the 17th May, it was ordered that 
Mr. Bradburn do partition the benches off in the middle of the church.— 
On the 9th Sept., a rate of three-farthings in the pound was laid, for 
the churchwardens to defray the necessary expenses about the church 
and school. 


1834,—Jan. 4.—At a meeting held this day it was agreed that a new hearse 


be ordered, with an oak chest, nine plumes, three springs, patent axle, 
duly painted and varnished, and altogether of the best quality; and a 
new set of harness was also ordered. Mr. John Richardson contracted 
to supply the hearse, &c. (harness excepted) for £42. 
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1854.—The galleries were new roofed and other repairs of the church done. 


1856.—The old flagged flooring of the Church taken up, renewed and relaid. 
A wooden floor laid for the seats. The old oak pulpit taken out of its 
deal case and set nearer to the chancel by the span of an arch. Several 
old stone coffin-lids found beneath the floor; they are now in the 
Vicarage Garden. 


1862.—The East gallery removed and other repairs effected. 


1863.—The great renovation and restoration of the Church completed. 
The edifice was roofed, floored, lighted and ventilated anew. The old 
Vestry was converted into the West porch, and filled with mural 
monuments; a new Vestry was built out on the North side of the 
chancel. The new chapel of St. Katharine built out, on the old site, 
on the South side. Several memorial windows of stained glass placed. 
The open seats re-arranged, and new seats erected in St. Katharine’s 
Chapel, &c. A new font erected at the West end of the chancel, The 
old organ removed from the West gallery and sold to the Church at — 
‘Walkden Moor. A new large and fine organ, built by Hill & Son, 
London, placed on the floor of the church, on the South side, between 
the Bridgewater chapel and St. Katharine’s chantry. The whole in- 
terior cleaned, painted and re-furnished. 


1863.—Saturday, March 14th.—The Church was reopened after its resto- 
ration. The Rev. James Pelham Pitcairn, M.A., Vicar, and the Rev. 
R. L. Connell, curate, took part in the services of the church; and the 
sermon was preached by the Right Rev. James Prince Lee, D.D., Bishop 
of Manchester, from 1st Thess. chap. v., 8, 9, 10. On Sunday, March 
15, other opening sermons were preached by the Very Rev. Dr. 
Bowers, Dean of Manchester, and the Rev. James Bardsley, M.A. The 
collections at the three services on Saturday and Sunday, amounted 
to £162. 


From a printed statement of the Receipts and Expenditure, for this 
great renovation, dated July 13, 1863, we derive the following :—Sub- 
scriptions (93) £4,050. 2s., sale of old organ (£100), materials, collec- 
tions at opening, &c , £455. 1s. 4d; Total receipts, £4,505. 3s. 4d. [In 
addition the seven stained glass windows presented by various donors, 
are valued at £841. 5s.; and gifts of different articles of church 
furniture, fitting and use, £170; together in gifts £1,011. 13s.; making 
the total value of offerings in moncy and materials, £5,516. 16s. 4d.] 
The expenditure was necessarily very large ; the chief amounts being to 
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the masons, £2,439 ; joiner, £1,426; organ-builder, £700; plasterer, 
£436; architect, £347; carvers, £315; plumber, £164; clerk of the 
works, £160; total expenditure, £6,682. lls. 2d. Deducting the 
£4,505, 3s, 4d. (amount of subscriptions, collections and sales), there 
remained in July, a balance owing of £2,177. 7s. 10d.; and the com-. 
mittee then appealed for further pecuniary aid to liquidate this debt. 


SHUTTLEWORTH, PRINTER, ECCLES, 


